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FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE  

Mar 1 2017 

 

ST. AUGUSTINE WAS VERY COOL!  

 

AT THE CITY GATE IN SAINT AUGUSTINE 

Thanks to Robert Calnen for the great picture! 

 

 



A MOTORCYCLE TRIP WITHOUT MOTORCYCLES  

Waking up with driving rain and a forecast that calls for two days of the same at St. 
Augustine does not portend a good motorcycle trip.  The night before the normal calls 
were made discussing whether to even go.  Two nights in St. Augustine demands a 
motorcycle – why even go without one?  What’s fun about a motorcycle trip without a 
motorcycle?  Nine of us found out that the friendships and camaraderie found in our 
Chapter ensures a great trip – even without bikes.   
 
We decided to go without motorcycles.  A great time was had visiting the “Oldest City.”  
We went to the Castillo de San Marcos using National Park passes to ensure everyone 
got in for free, Robert snapped a shot of us at the Old City Gate (above) in an 
impromptu downpour (perfectly appropriate for the trip), walked the narrow city 
streets designed for maximum ventilation, visited the Basilica Cathedral with its 
incredibly beautiful stained glass panels, toured the opulent Lightner Museum (Edee 
valiantly made the hike despite a bad hip), and then drove over to see the little known 
site of Fort Matanzas with its history of massacre.  We had great meals at every 
restaurant chosen and the drink and dessert menus proved popular. 
 
 I was amazed at what a great time we all had and the extent of the laughter and jokes 
shared.  We all wore our gear, talked motorcycles, told “war stories” and shared 
confidences.  All in all a perfect motorcycle trip without motorcycles and only possible 
in a Chapter with members who personify the GWRRA values, fun, of friendship and 
safety!!!! 
 
 

CHAPTER GATHERING CHANGE 
Our next Chapter Gathering will be this coming Saturday, March 4 at the Golden 
Corral Restaurant at 1451 Tamiami Trail in Punta Gorda.  This new space will give us 
more room to accommodate our growing chapter.  The restaurant has given us a rate of 
$8.59 per breakfast and there is a huge selection of food available for your dining 
enjoyment. 
We will have a social breakfast starting at 8 AM then a short update type meeting. 
These are fun casual get-togethers to get everyone up to date on the huge line up of new 
activities and rides that Dave Beuker and Brad Mohr have arranged for us.  
Needless to say we don’t conduct  Chapter “business” or do a Roberts Rules or anything 
like that. Its pretty casual and fun. 
  

CHAPTER TEAM MEETING 
Due to my recent household move and being up to my eyeballs in boxes, there will be 
no Chapter Team Meeting this month. 

 



 



TRC  
(Trike Rider Course) 

  

Thanks to Ray and Claudia Vega for coming out and conducting  the Trike Rider 

Course, classroom and range course. The class was full and it was a lot of fun. These 

classes sure help to keep your skills sharp. Skills need to be practiced. Even folks like 

Tom Brady and Michael Jordon practice between games, it’s no different for us.   

 

 
 

 

CHAPTER SHIRTS, T-SHIRTS, HATS ETC. 
 

We have a new  supplier for our shirts and gear. We can get a much larger array of  cool 
gear now including sweatshirts. Contact Brad Mohr for pricing or to make an order.  



 

FIRST AID KITS 
I am ordering First Aid Kits. These are really good kits and they don’t take up much 
room on the bike. This is a very good kit at a very good price ($28.00), but if you find a 
better kit, more power to you,  just please get one. Remember that carrying a First 
Aid Kit is a requirement for your Level 4. Contact me at glen.disbrow@gmail.com if you 
would like to get one. 
 

 
 

 

38th ANNUAL FLORIDA DISTRICT GATHERING OF 
WINGS 

March 23rd to 25th 2017 held at the Hilton Hotel & Resort Orlando/Altamont Springs 
350 North Lake Blvd, Altamont Springs, FL 32701. 1-800-445—8667. Hotel rate is $99 
and includes hot breakfast for 2. Rally Flyer and Registration form is attached to this 
email. MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW! 
 

WING DING 39: 
Wing Ding 39  will be held in Grapevine, Texas Aug 27 to Sep 2, 2017. Go to wing-
ding.org/39 for more information. 
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CHAPTER GATHERING 

Our next Chapter 

Gathering will be AT 

Golden Corral 1451 

Tamiami Trail in Punta 

Gorda on  Saturday, 

March 4.  

Breakfast at 8 AM Short 

Meeting at 9 AM. Ride to 

will follow. 

 
     RIDE SAFE- RIDE AWARE           

 

 

FORT MYERS OPEN RIDES: 
Tuesday Mornings are FL-2G  Open Rides. Everyone is welcome.   Meet in the 

parking lot on the north side of McDonald's, 13741 North Cleveland Ave., North 

Fort Myers at 9 am. 

 

Hope they get some training on how to dress for a ride! 



Survival Tips for Riding in City Traffic 

Submitted by Pete Siford & Lori Gavin 

First off, if you didn’t know it by now, congratulations: you own an invisibility 

cloak! No matter what you do to increase your visibility to others, there will 

always be drivers who won’t see you. You can have modulating headlights, 

reflective tape and jacket, and heck you can wear a spinning yellow light on top 

of your helmet. But, you must still ride as if you’re invisible. Even police cars, 

with their lights flashing and sirens blaring, have had cars pull out in front of 

them or been hit by unwary drivers! 

Be Unhittable 

 

“Be Unhittable.” What does this mean? It means ride fully expecting drivers to 

not see you and positioning yourself to be more visible to any driver that can 

possibly ruin your day. 

Positioning is important: try not to ride adjacent to cars. You should always 

ride in the front line of vision of the driver behind you, not in their peripheral 

vision. Often people fail to use their turn signals, or even fail to check their 

blind spots, so keep alert and out of the blind spots of other vehicles. Place 

yourself so that if the driver unexpectedly moves into your lane, he will do so 

without hitting you. 

Along with being aware of what is immediately around you, don’t forget to 

check what is seven to 12 seconds in front of you.  If traffic events surprise you, 

you weren’t paying attention. Riding in traffic is not the time to think about 

anything but the threatening environment around you. 

Do you ride where there’s an “escape lane”? Do you create options for yourself 

in case the car in front of you stops unexpectedly or the car behind you doesn’t 

notice that traffic has come to a stop? 

Do you create and maintain a safe reaction zone between the vehicle in front of 

you and your motorcycle? (This zone is also called a Safe Following Distance.) 

Essentially, it’s all about giving yourself enough time to react. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



A Visible Intersection 

Although you cannot assume for an instant that any driver sees you, you must 

ride in a way that affords them the chance to see you. 

A Safe Following Distance not only gives you the time you need to react to a 

situation, but it also serves to prevent the vehicle in front of you from blocking 

the oncoming traffic’s view of you. If you ride too close to a vehicle’s bumper, 

chances are drivers coming your way won’t see you and will try and make a 

turn into you after they pass the vehicle ahead of you. 

The greatest threat to motorcyclists at intersections is a left-turning vehicle. 

There have been medical studies which suggest motorcycles are “not seen” by 

car drivers who are turning left because humans don’t perceive motorcycles as 

a threat, compared to the size of the car they are in. In essence, the brain 

appears to ignore the smaller vehicle that’s oncoming.  

As you approach the intersection, you must catch the eye of the left-turning 

driver by presenting yourself in their line of vision. By doing a slight weave 

within your lane, your headlight becomes an unusual moving object. This 

perhaps will gather more attention from that driver. Furthermore, don’t watch 

the driver’s eyes, but rather watch the front tire and what it is doing. I’ve had 

drivers look me straight in the eye and still initiate a left turn towards me. If at 

all possible, transit an intersection with a “buddy”: a car either to your left or 

right, which the left-turning driver will perceive as a threat. Always be on the 

lookout for escape lanes as you approach intersections. You should have a final 

resort if the driver happens to turn into your path. Lastly, don’t forget to 

double-check your turn signals after you’ve made a turn, and before you 

approach intersections. You don’t want to signal the wrong information. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Escape Lanes 

Understanding the concept of escape lanes is imperative to being safe on your 

bike. Basically, you want to develop the habit of being constantly aware of 

available space in the road ahead, should the need arise to maneuver there. The 

escape-lanes concept applies to two different situations. 

First, when stopped at an intersection, the car in front of you can become one 

third of a “meat sandwich” should the car coming up behind you fail to stop in 

time. Know whether you’d maneuver right or left in that situation. Also, 

remember to flash your brake light to attract a driver’s attention as they come 

up to the intersection behind you. I tend to keep a close eye on the approach of 

the car behind me, and only relax when I see them slow and come to a stop. 

 

 

 

Second, while riding along pick a lane where, if necessary, you could swerve out 

of harm’s way. On my commute, this involves riding in the lane next to a bike 

path, or perhaps next to a painted median where I could possibly swerve to 

avoid a collision with a car. Riding next to raised medians should be avoided. 

Escape lanes come and go, and you must continually look for them. One sign 

you’re not paying enough attention to what’s around you? A car suddenly 

passes you and you weren’t even aware it was there. 



 

 

 



It’s up to you 

In sum, it is up to you to ride as though you were invisible to other drivers. A 

bike will always lose in a collision with a car. You may have had the right of 

way, but do you really want to be dead right? I’ve talked about how to be 

unhittable, making yourself more visible to other drivers, and most of all 

remaining aware of what is around you and in your line of travel. The British 

teach their riders to always do the “Lifesaver.” What’s that? Before you change 

lanes, actually turn your head and look: you’d be surprised how many times 

you’ll find a car riding along in your blind spots. 

Get to know your commute route, including the best times to travel, and the 

best shortcuts and traffic patterns. I’ve found that the shortest way is not the 

best way, and the taking the longer route can result in a lot less stress. At the 

same time, my closest calls have actually been on quiet neighborhood streets 

and not congested city roadways! 

There’s a lot more to learn and practice about safe motorcycle riding, and the 

techniques and best practices needed in different environments. If you haven’t 

taken the MSF’s Basic Rider Course, I strongly encourage you to do so. I’ve met 

riders who, after riding for years, took the course and admitted they discovered 

some bad habits which required correcting. Safety on a bike is the key to 

ensuring you’ll be riding for years to come. 

Ride Safe. Ride Aware. 

 



 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

 

1999 Goldwing Aspencade 
2 Tone Green. Has Legs Up Wheels. 17,500 Miles. Asking $5500 

Contact Sammy Gonterman Home: 941-876-3707  Cell: 937-935-8494 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

2014 CAN-AM SPYDER 

 

 
 

 
2014 Can-Am Spyder RT-S Cognac Color, w/1330 Ace Engine and SE6 
Sequential-Electronic six-speed transmission. One Owner with 11,615 miles. 
Transferrable BRP BEST Extended Protection Plan good until May 20, 
2019. Front LED Lighting added on. Sena Bluetooth communication system 
included for intercom, radio and cell-phone service. Sale includes 2 Sena 
SMH10B intercoms and all associated cables. Wolo Bad Boy air horn 
installed . Can-Am full coverage storage cover also included. Rider and 
Passenger Beaded Seat Cushions also included. 1500+ page Factory Service 
Manual on Zip Drive comes with purchase. A full service oil change is also 
included in the sale and will be completed prior to delivery to new owner. 
Asking price is $17,000. Any questions please call 863-444-3791. The 
Spyder is located in Arcadia, FL.   



OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS

 
 
GUESTS:  Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How 

else could you decide if you want to continue to participate?  You can join by contacting me, 

printing out the form on the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.  You don’t 

have to own a Gold Wing to belong.   

 
CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES:  Changes to the weekly rides may happen from time 

to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website for the most up to date 

information 

CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and  phone is 206-396-0848.  My address is PO Box 380571 

Murdock, Fl 33938.   

You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving information from and 

about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you wish to be removed from the email list send 

an email to glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will remove 

your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for Chapter business and is not given 

to anyone else for any reason 

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/


WHATS GOING ON.  

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car. Just be there! 

Chapter Gathering * Saturday Mar 4*  Breakfast Social at 8:00 AM Gathering at 9:00 
AM. We will have a Special Speaker. Held at Golden Coral 1451 Tamiami Trail in Punta 
Gorda. Ride after the meeting. 
 
After Meeting Ride * Saturday  Mar 4*   After Meeting Ride to Woody’s Waterside Grill 
in Englewood. 
 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday March 8* - Ride to Ride to Snook’s Bayside Bar & Grill.  
We will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 
AM 
 
Saturday Ride. *Saturday March 11 * - Ride to Coooked Bass (formerly Ms Magoos) in 
Babson Park.  We will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland 
Promenade Shopping Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 
9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM.  
 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday March 15* - Ride to Auburndale Diner in Auburndale.  
We will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 
AM 
 
Saturday Ride. *Saturday March 18 * - Ride to  Hibachi Grill in Sebring.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM. 
 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday March  22* - Ride to Everglades City.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM 
 
District Rally March 23-25 : held at the Hilton Hotel & Resort Orlando/Altamont 
Springs 350 North Lake Blvd, Altamont Springs, FL 32701. 1-800-445—8667 
 
Saturday Ride. *Saturday March 25 * - Ride to District Rally.  We will meet behind the 
McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 Peachland 
Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 8:00 AM Ride leaves at 8:30 AM. 
 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday March  29* - Ride to Log Cabin in LaBelle.  We will 
meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 
24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954 Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM 



 

 



CHAPTER TEAM 
CHAPTER DIRECTOR: 

Glen & Edee Disbrow   206-396-0848   glen.disbrow@gmail.com 

ASST. CHAPTER DIRECTOR: 

Dave & Janet Beuker   616-893-9536   doctorb68@gmail.com  

TREASURER:  

Don Irgens    941-639-6886   dirgens@comcast.net 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 

Brad Mohr    571-527-8901   mohr.bradley@gmail.com 

RIDER EDUCATOR: 

Pete Siford & Lori Gavin  203-706-0139   petesiford@yahoo.com 

ASST RIDER EDUCATOR: 

Glen Disbrow    206-396-0848   glen.disbrow@gmail.com 

RIDE COODINATOR: 

Dave Beuker    616-893-9536   doctorb68@gmail.com 

SUNSHINE: 

Bev Kindred    603-369-0055   bevrog195900@yahoo.com 

 

FLORIDA DISTRICT TEAM 
SENIOR DISTRICT DIRECTORS: 

Bill & Gina Berry   863-860-4484   dd@bwrraflorida.com 

DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINERS: 

Norm & Maggie Van Dame  813-684-1200   ltd@gwraflorida.com 

SENIOR DISTRICT EDUCATORS: 

Rick & Pam Northrup   813-714-1669   de@gwrraflorida.com 

 

FLORIDA DISTRICT TEAM (cont) 
Asst. District Directors: 

Denis Trucotte & Nikki Blaha   305-731*0507    dturcotte@bellsouth.net 

Asst District Educators (South): 

Ray & Claudia Vega    561-704-7378  rvega954@bellsouth.net 

 

SOUTHEAST REGION “A” TEAM 
SENIOR REGION “A” DIRECTORS 

Jim & Sue Jackson    334-297-1719  jack297@bellsouth.net 

REGION “A” RIDER EDUCATION: 

Mike & Mary Coral    803-957-8575  mcgoldwing@gmail.com 

REGION “A” MORORIST AWARENESS COORDINATOR: 

Buddy & Kim Summer    803-924-2851  buddykimsum@gmail.com 

REGION “A” MEMBERSHIP ENHNACEMENT COODINATOR: 

Rick & Madalena Buck    813-943-5231  mec@gwrra-regiona.org 

NATIONAL TEAM 
DIRCTOR 

Ray & Sandi Garris   director@gwrra.org 

RIDER EDUCATION DIRECTOR: 

Bob & Althea Berry   director-re@gwrra.org 

Leadership Training Directors: 

Joe Price    gwrradot@gmail.com 
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