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FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE  

Aug 23 , 2016 

GARY AND SANDY ARE ON THE ROD AGAIN – THIS TIME TO WING DING 

Yes, we are traveling again. This time we are in the motor home and have the 
motorcycle and car in a trailer behind us. We left Loudon , NH on August 9th and 
headed to Smethport, PA. We stayed with Gary's cousin Audrey as she has an outlet in 
her garage that we can plug the motor home into. The Williams Family Reunion was 
held on August 13th so we wanted to have time to visit with Audrey before we headed 
west. We left Smethport on August 17th and stayed in the Circle B Campground in 
Angola , IN. Gary was concerned that the temperature gauge kept fluctuating and when 
we got set up he called several RV people and finally made arrangements to have the 
Freightliner dealership in South Bend, IN take a look at it on the 18th. We were up 
bright and early and arrived at Freightliner at 8:00. Unfortunately Ron had two other 
motorhomes ahead of ours and said he couldn't have a technician diagnose the 
problem until after lunch. Here we were stranded, but not to worry because our friends 
Nancy and Harry Palmer only live a little way from South Bend and they were glad ( or 
so they said) to come and rescue us.  We went to the Emporium in downtown South 
Bend for lunch. It is a great place to eat and is located right on the banks of the St. 
Joseph River. After lunch we walked next door to the park and then sat at one of the 
picnic tables to catch up. After sitting for awhile, I thought it was time for Dunkin 
Donuts coffee as I was experiencing withdrawal symptoms as I had not had Dunkin 
Donuts since we left NH. Gary now had a call from Freightliner that there was nothing 
wrong with the motorhome and we could spend the night in their parking lot as they 
have an outlet for us to plug into. 
 
The coffee shop was very close to Nancy and Harry's son Kevin's house so we went over 
to get their mail and invited them to go to supper with us. We went to a wonderful 
Italian restaurant in Mishawaka called Papa Vinos. Such a wonderful meal!! We got 
back to Freightliner about 9:00 and turned in for the night. 
 
We headed west early on August 19th and stayed in the Little Bear Campground in 
West Liberty, Iowa. The reason for our stop there was because it was close to West 



Branch , Iowa and the birthplace of Herbert Hoover and the site of his Presidential 
Library. It is a beautiful little town and the historic site consists of the Visitor Center 
which you can see Gary standing in front of. The site also has the house in which he was 
born, the schoolhouse, his fathers blacksmith shop, and his gravesite. We went in and 
saw a short film and then walked over to the house where he was born. You can see that 
Gary is not just getting ready to go inside. The third picture is a view of the gravesite of 
Herbert and his wife Lou. The next picture is Gary standing in front of the Presidential 
Library and the last picture is a statue of Isis which was given to Hoover from the 
children and citizens from Belgium. It was given to him in gratitude for his work during 
WWI. Isis is the Egyptian goddess of life. The statue was originally located at Stanford 
University as Hoover and his wife both attended Stanford and had degrees in geology. 
Hoover actually was part of the first class at Stanford. He was also the 31st  president 
and the first president to be born west of the Mississippi. He was also the first Quaker 
president. Just as a point of trivia, we have only had two Quaker presidents and the 
second one was Richard Nixon. 
 
We had dinner at a little pub in town called Down Under and had both chicken wings 
and hog wings. They were delicious and we are now ready to settle in for the night and 
get ready for another fun filled day. 
 

 

 

 



 
 
ON THE ROAD TO WING DING DAY 2: 
On August 20 we left Liberty, Iowa and headed north to Pipestone, MN. The rain has 
been with us ever since we left NH and today was no different. We kept going in and 
out of showers even though we could see blue skies ahead of us. Once it was raining so 
hard that we pulled into a rest stop and let the shower pass.  Some of you may be 
wondering why we are headed to Pipestone ( and then again maybe not) . As you may 
remember from past e mails, I am on a quest to visit as many of the 412 National Parks, 
National Monuments and National Sites as I can. 
 
We always start our tour at the visitor center and most of the time there is a film that 
we can watch. Today was no exception and the film actually included interviews with 
many of the local Lakota Indians. The red stone that the Plains Indians used to make 
their. Ceremonial Pipes is found in this area of Minnesota. Story has it that the Indians 
have been coming to this area for 2,000 years to quarry the stone. The red color 
signifies the blood of the Indians. Of course, the land was almost lost  to the Indians 
when the white settlers headed west and relegated the Indians to reservations. In 1937 



Congress established Pipestone National Monument and the only people allowed to 
remove the stone are the Indians. Any Indian has to be enrolled in a tribe recognized by 
the US government in order to be able to retrieve the stone. The first picture below 
shows Gary standing in front of one of the artisans who demonstrates how the stone 
can be carved into pipes. The second picture shows me in one of the quarry sites 
outside of the visitor center. There is a 3/4 mile loop around the visitor center where 
we could see a tallgrass prairie, the quarry and Winnewissa Falls. 
 
After all of this excitement , Gary needed sustenance so we headed to Lange's Cafe. We 
discovered that this restaurant is rated number 1 in 2016 by Trip Advisor and also 
ranked among the top 57 restaurants in Minnesota. Who would have thought!! They 
have an award winning sour cream and raisin pie and  we decided to take home a piece 
to share later. 
 
All in all we had another fun filled day and I have more planned for us tomorrow. 
 

 
 



 



CHAPTER GATHERINGS ARE SUSPENDED FOR THE SUMMER:  We are 
suspending the Chapter Gatherings for the summer as so many of our participants are 
doing extended travel this summer. ALL OTHER CHAPTER ACTIVITIES ARE STILL 
HAPPENING. We will still be having all of our rides and other activities as normal. 
Keep your eye on the newsletters and the website to keep up with what is happening. 
We will resume Chapter Gatherings in the fall when you guys get back in town. 

 

 

CHAPTER TEAM MEETING: 

Our Chapter Team Meetings have 

been suspended for the summer 

because so many of you decided to 

hit the road this year. All other 

Chapter activities will still take 

place as usual. In the meantime.          

RIDE SAFE- RIDE AWARE 

 

 

 

WING DING:   Wing Ding will be held in Billings Mt in 2016 on Aug 31- Sept 3.  

See www. gwrra.org for more info. Make your reservations NOW. If  you plan 

to attend.  

WINGERS AND WAVES:  Cruise to Nassau, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and 

St Marteen 7 nights Jan 22, 2017. Only$1081 per person. See details at  

http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html. 

Some of our members are defiantly going on this cruise. 

TUESDAY MORNINGS ARE OPEN RIDES AT FORT MYERS:  .    Meet at 8 am at the 
McDonald's 13741 North Cleveland Ave. (The corner of Hancock Bridge Parkway and 

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html


Route 41) behind the Drive-Thru.  Due to construction at McD’s we will meet in the 
parking lot on the north side of McD’s.   Contact Mel Wilson at 239-292-1998. 

 

OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS

 

 
GUESTS:  Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How 
else could you decide if you want to continue to participate?  You can join by contacting 
me, printing out the form on the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.  
You don’t have to own a Gold Wing to belong.   
 
CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and  phone is 206-396-0848.  My address is PO Box 

380571 Murdock, Fl 33938.   

 

http://www.gwrra.org/
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

PIT  BULL  JACK: Pit Bull Motorcycle/Trike Jack- $150 OBO Contact Harry Anderson 
flaadd@yahoo.com or 321-952-1448 
 

   
 

1995 ASPENCADE:  95 Goldwingl 1500 Aspencade  43xxx miles asking $4500 Obo  
Contact Russell Skals, 813-468-0499 or nonyguy45@yahoo.com. 
 

 
 

You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving 

information from and about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you 

wish to be removed from the email list send an email to 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will 

remove your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for 

Chapter business and is not given to anyone else for any reason 

CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES:  Changes to the weekly rides may happen 

from time to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website 

for the most up to date information 

mailto:flaadd@yahoo.com
tel:813-468-0499
mailto:nonyguy45@yahoo.com


WHATS GOING ON.  

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car.. we don’t 

care- just be there! 

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  Aug 24* -Waterside Grill in 

Englewood. Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.  

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday Aug 27* - Ride to  Nestors Restaurant in 

Cape Coral.  Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  Aug 31* -Paul’s Restaurant in 

Wauchula. Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.  

Aug 31 to Sept 3: WING DING- BILLINGS MONTANA 

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday Sep 3* - Ride Island Café, Matlacha.  Meet 

at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  Sep 7* -Ride to Family Restaurant in 

North Port.  Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.  

Saturday Sep 10: Chapter Gathering cancelled due to all the folks coming 

heading back from Wing Ding. 

 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO SELL?:  Have a spare Gold Wing 

laying around the garage you’d like to get rid of ?? or maybe parts, accessories, clothing 

or whatever. (?)   Take some pics, write up a description and what you want for it. We 

will get it in the news letter for you and we can also get it on our website, if you would 

like. Just send the info to my email glen.disbrow@gmail.com .We will also be having a 

Classified Ads section in our newsletter. 
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