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A CHAPTER IS A LOT MORE THAN MEETINGS AND GROUP RIDES  

 BY  BRAD MOHR FL2-F MEC 

MY CHAPTER IS MY OWN FREE SERVICE CENTER 
Before I joined GWRRA, I was on my own when it came to bike maintenance or 
aftermarket installs.   Unless I did it myself or was good at following some 
hazy/inaccurate installation instructions, it was off to the dealer to shell out some big 
bucks.  Not in my chapter!!  If it’s a trike I see Glen, electrical is Pete, Goldwing general 
problems/comms is Don, Goldwing model expertise is with Ziggy,  Jersey Dave for 
overall riding questions and any “Iron Butt” in our chapter (we all know who they are) 
can give me free advice on any Goldwing issue.  Besides that, they will volunteer their 
time to help me on any install.  Being in GWRRA is like having access to your own bike 
service department – and it’s free!! 
 

A WORD ABOUT RIDING FROM PETE SIFFORD AND LORI GAVIN – ASST RIDER ED. 

Ride Your Own Ride 

 
We’ve all heard this lots of times, but do we really pay attention? 
We need to send a strong message here about something that can eliminate a lot of accidents - ride 
your own ride! 
 
Regardless of how skilled you might be, be assured that when you’re out with a group there is going to 
be someone who has some stronger skills than you and others who cannot match your skill level. 
 
The group dynamic prohibits a rider from completely riding his own ride.  If each member of a group 
were to ride his own pace in his chosen lane position and for that matter to his own destination, there 
wouldn’t be much of a group involved in the ride at all!  They’d be scattered all over, some on back 
roads and some on highways, some cruising merrily along while others attempt to break salt flat 
records, and they’d probably never even come into contact at all over the course of the day.  Not your 
typical group ride.. 
So, how do we ride our own ride when following the regimented practices of group 
riding  Motorcyclists must remember that they are not sheep following a shepherd; we are ultimately 
responsible for our own bikes.  Do not run a red light for fear that the forward part of the group will 



leave you behind.  At intersections, check traffic for yourself instead of just rolling blindly right on 
through.  Watch for pot holes, road kill, and other hazards for yourself instead of relying on a signal to 
be passed back.   Do not out-ride your skill level just to keep up with the rest of the group.  Trust that 
the ride leaders and road captains will do their job and make sure that your needs are met by pulling 
over at a safe location to allow you to catch up, adjusting the group pace to compensate for lesser skill 
level of newer riders, and so on.  Do not assign responsibility to them for your carelessness and your 
own riding safety. 
  
Ride to your skill level.  You may have to do a little catching up after a few tight curves, but you’ll 
finish the ride safe n sound and be looking forward to the next one. 
  
We’re all here to have fun and enjoy the ride. 
 

 
SANDY AND GARY ARE ON THE ROAD TO WING DING-  Sandy has been good 
enough to share their “on the road” experience with us. Sandy and Gary are seasoned 
travelers and have a knack for finding all the good places to go along the way. We had 
the first couple of days in the last newsletter. We will share her words as we get them. If 
you would like to see all of her articles and pics, you can see them at our website 
http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/. Look in the upper right under “Latest News” 

http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/


ON THE ROAD TO WING DING Aug 21: 
We left Pipestone, MN early on August 21 and headed south to I -90. It was only 55 degrees this 
morning, but it was not raining and the sun was shining.  Once we reached the interstate we headed 
west toward Mitchell SD. You might be wondering why that was our destination. The reason is kind of 
"corny" as we are heading for the Corn Palace. The town of Mitchell was settled in 1879 and was 
named for a Milwaukee banker by the name of Alexander Mitchell. The Corn Palace dates back to 
1892 which was shortly after the town was settled. The building is five stories high and the outside 
design is changed yearly and made completely from ears of corn. It takes about 250,000 ears to 
complete the design. There are murals on the inside of the building that are also made from ears of 
corn and these inside murals are changed about every 10 years. As you know, we are traveling in the 
motor home and pulling our 26 foot trailer so we really didn't want to park on the Main Street so we 
parked in the Cabela's parking lot and took the car into town.

   
 
The first picture below shows me with the most famous  ear of corn in Mitchell. The next two photos 
are the outside of the Corn Palace and you can see the theme this year is Rock Through the Ages and 
Willie Nelson plays a prominent part on the front of the building. 
 
After our stop, we continued west to our campground in Interior, SD. We had to drive through part of 
the Badlands National Park to get to our campground. I did wonder how Interior got its name, but all 
I could find was that the town was formed in 1907 when the Milwaukee Railroad was extended to that 
point. In 2010 , the census showed there were 94 residents and I think it's claim to fame is because it 
is right at the entrance to the Badlands National Park and just down the road from the Visitor Center 
to the park. 
 
A very interesting day on the road. 

 

 
 



 



ON THE ROAD TO WING DING AUG 22: 

Gary and I took the bike out of the trailer this morning, August 22, and we headed for the Minuteman 
Missile National Historic Site. This site is made up of three locations and we headed for the Visitor 
Center. The center has exhibits set up starting with the development and testing of the nuclear bomb 
up to the point in 1991 when the START ( Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty) was signed by George H 
W Bush and Mikhail Gorbachev. There were many news clips showing JFK during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, Ronald Reagan telling Gorbachev to " tear this wall down".  This center brought the Cold War 
back. The first picture below shows Gary getting ready to tour the Visitor Center. The second picture 
shows Gary waiting for me to finish looking at all of the exhibits. 
 
The second part of our tour was four miles down the road and was the Delta - 01 Launch Control 
Facility. This facility was closed in 1993 and everything inside of the building is just as if the staff had 
walked out of the building to go home at the end of their shift. This facility includes an underground 
launch control center where two Air Force officers (missileers) worked on 24 hour duty shifts. They 
were ready to launch a missile if the order was received. We were told that if an attack came from the 
Soviet Union, it would take 1/2 hour before it reached the US. Our missiles could be fired within one 
minute of the correct codes and commands being received. Thus the name "Minuteman Missile". The 
third picture is me standing outside if the launch control facility. Even though there is no missile here 
and the missile silo has been deactivated, there is still a fence and security. The last two pictures is the 
actual control facility which is 30 feet underground inside a concrete bunker with 9 foot walls 
reinforced with heavy rebar. I did learn that there was not a button to push, instead there were two 
missileers on duty at all times and each missileers had a key which had to be inserted in a lock and 
turned at the same time on opposite sides of the room. You can also see Gary listening to the Park 
Ranger explaining all of the above to us. 
 
We opted not to go to the third site as the wind is picking up and the temp is rising. 
 
We left our tour and went back to the motorhome as the temperature is increasing and expected to 
reach 101 this afternoon. We are awaiting the arrival of Mike & Tammy and Jeff & Amy who will also 
be going to Wing Ding with us. 
 
A very interesting day for us so far. More news will be forthcoming. 



 

 

CHAPTER GATHERINGS ARE SUSPENDED FOR THE SUMMER:  We are 
suspending the Chapter Gatherings for the summer as so many of our participants are 
doing extended travel this summer. ALL OTHER CHAPTER ACTIVITIES ARE STILL 
HAPPENING. We will still be having all of our rides and other activities as normal. 
Keep your eye on the newsletters and the website to keep up with what is happening. 
We will resume Chapter Gatherings in the fall when you guys get back in town. 

 

 

CHAPTER TEAM MEETING: 

Our Chapter Team Meetings have 

been suspended for the summer 

because so many of you decided to 

hit the road this year. All other 

Chapter activities will still take 

place as usual. In the meantime.          

RIDE SAFE- RIDE AWARE 

 

 



 

WING DING:   Wing Ding will be held in Billings Mt in 2016 on Aug 31- Sept 3.  

See www. gwrra.org for more info. Make your reservations NOW. If  you plan 

to attend.  

WINGERS AND WAVES:  Cruise to Nassau, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and 

St Marteen 7 nights Jan 22, 2017. Only$1081 per person. See details at  

http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html. 

Some of our members are defiantly going on this cruise. 

TUESDAY MORNINGS ARE OPEN RIDES AT FORT MYERS:  .    Meet at 8 am at the 
McDonald's 13741 North Cleveland Ave. (The corner of Hancock Bridge Parkway and 
Route 41) behind the Drive-Thru.  Due to construction at McD’s we will meet in the 
parking lot on the north side of McD’s.   Contact Mel Wilson at 239-292-1998. 

 

OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS

 

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html


 
GUESTS:  Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How 
else could you decide if you want to continue to participate?  You can join by contacting 
me, printing out the form on the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.  
You don’t have to own a Gold Wing to belong.   
 
CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and  phone is 206-396-0848.  My address is PO Box 

380571 Murdock, Fl 33938.   

You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving information from and 

about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you wish to be removed from the email list send 

an email to glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will remove 

your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for Chapter business and is not given 

to anyone else for any reason 

CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES:  Changes to the weekly rides may happen 

from time to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website 

for the most up to date information 

WHATS GOING ON.  

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car.. we don’t 

care- just be there! 

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  Aug 31* -Paul’s Restaurant in 

Wauchula. Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.  

Aug 31 to Sept 3: WING DING- BILLINGS MONTANA 

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday Sep 3* - Ride Island Café, Matlacha.  Meet 

at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  Sep 7* -Ride to Family Restaurant in 

North Port.  Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.  

Saturday Sep 10: Chapter Gathering cancelled due to all the folks coming 

heading back from Wing Ding. 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO SELL?:  Have a spare Gold Wing 

laying around the garage you’d like to get rid of ?? or maybe parts, accessories, clothing 

or whatever. (?)   Take some pics, write up a description and what you want for it. We 

will get it in the news letter for you and we can also get it on our website, if you would 

like. Just send the info to my email glen.disbrow@gmail.com .We will also be having a 

Classified Ads section in our newsletter. 

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
mailto:glen.disbrow@gmail.com


 


