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18-wheelers 

MUST make wide turns 

 

By: James R. Davis 

 
I'm sure that virtually all of us have seen an 18-wheeler sporting a sign that reads something like "Makes 

wide turns". 

 

When on the major highways and freeways, those signs don't mean much and quickly fade from our 

consciousness. We deal with those big rigs with respect and caution anyway, because we all know 

 they are BIG, 

 they have a lot of air pressure in their tires that can be serious trouble if they blow (so we spend as 

little time near them as possible), 

 they can capsize if going too fast in a curve, 

 their drivers, though some of the best and most capable anywhere, can be on a long haul and 

groggy/tired, and 

 almost incidentally, they make WIDE TURNS. 

 

But that last fact is not incidental. That, because 18-wheelers don't just travel on the major roads. 

They MUST, from time to time, travel on the surface streets, and sometimes even travel in 

residential areas. 

 

An 18-wheeler has very little trouble handling left turns (except in countries where traffic flows on 

the left side of the road). But right turns are difficult for them. 

 

Taking notes? Jot this down: 18-wheelers MUST make wide turns, it's not optional. 

 

If an 18-wheeler had a tractor that was not articulated with its trailer, it could not make a normal 

right turn at all - safely. Whenever such a rig tried to make a right turn the trailer's rear wheels 

would 'cut the corner' running up and over the curb in the process. Even if the tractor and trailer 

are articulated, turning right WILL result in the trailer's rear wheels 'cutting the corner' 

UNLESS THE TRUCK MAKES A WIDE TURN. (This is why the curbs at the corners of streets 



that intersect with freeway feeder roads are so often destroyed - 18-wheelers literally crush and 

break them.) 

 

Just like what is available for motorcyclists, states provide truckers with Commercial Motor 

Vehicle Driver Handbook. This is what is said in Texas's handbook about trucks and buses 

making right turns.

 
 

Notice that there is no law that says that trucks cannot make wide turns. This handbook provides 

suggested best-practices about turning right. Because long rigs MUST make wide turns. 

 

Look closely at the two diagrams. See that Figure 2-12 ("Don't Do This") shows a path of travel 



that swerves to the left BEFORE the right turn - possibly into oncoming traffic - but if you look at 

Figure 2-1 ("Do This") you will see that the vehicle DOES turn into oncoming traffic - because it 

makes a wide turn in any event. 

 

So, if you are traveling near an 18-wheeler that has its right turn blinkers flashing, move as far to 

the left of it as you can as you pass it. If you are approaching an intersection where a truck might 

have to turn right into that intersection and toward you, move as far to the right as you can. 
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(James R. Davis is a recognized expert witness in the fields of Motorcycle Safety/Dynamics.) 

 

      

YOU ALWAYS HAVE FRIENDS IN GWRRA: 

On our Saturday ride, four of us rode over to Punta Gorda, had breakfast, resolved the 
country’s problems and then decided to attend two free GWRRA seminar courses 
sponsored by FL2-G, Ft. Myers at Sun Sports.  During the course on Chapter 
Organization and Structure, someone mentioned that most of their close friends are all 
in GWRRA.  A lot of friendships developed only as a result of GWRRA 
membership.  We’ve all shared our road tales, swapped motorcycle maintenance 
techniques, made all of those group rides together, eaten at both great and lousy 
restaurants, and always helped each other out when the need arose.  As a vet, the kind 
of friendships I’ve seen develop in GWRRA are very similar to those made when in 
uniform.  Then there is the Gold Book.  We get one every year loaded with member 
contact information.  Calling those numbers work!!   I’ve been called by other 
members looking for rides while in Florida, our members have called other members 
for road assistance/directions, and some have even used the Gold Book contact 
information for a meal or an overnight stay when on the road.  I have never been 
“blown off” when contacting a member in the Gold Book.  If you don’t have friends in 
GWRRA, it might be time for some self therapy because friends are everywhere in this 
outfit.  

Brad Mohr, MEC, GWRRA Chapter FL2-F 

CHAPTER GATHERINGS ARE SUSPENDED FOR THE SUMMER:  We are 
suspending the Chapter Gatherings for the summer as so many of our participants are 
doing extended travel this summer. ALL OTHER CHAPTER ACTIVITIES ARE STILL 
HAPPENING. We will still be having all of our rides and other activities as normal. 
Keep your eye on the newsletters and the website to keep up with what is happening. 
We will resume Chapter Gatherings in the fall when you guys get back in town. 

CHAPTER TEAM MEETING :   The regularly scheduled Chapter Team meetings will be 
suspended for the summer months of June, July, and August. The next regularly 
scheduled Team meeting will be Sept 8.  We may call special meetings as the need 

http://www.msgroup.org/
http://www.msgroup.org/Expert.aspx


arises. Our regular Chapter Gatherings will take place at their usual time and place. See 
you all in the fall.  

POLITICS:  Please leave them at home.  We respect your right to support the 

candidates or causes of your choice  in their own venues but those causes and 

discussions are not part of GWRRA or this chapter. Thank You! 

“GWRRA is a family-oriented organization, without political or religious affiliations or 

influence and supports civic, local, police, charity, and government organizations. It was 

formed for people with whom we can exchange ideas, share safety information relating to 

motorcycling and motorcyclists, educate the non-motorcycling public concerning 

motorcycling problems and participate in impromptu rides. In addition, it supports the 

Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) and assists all motorcyclists in achieving and/or 

improving public acceptance of motorcyclists.” 

 

 
 

 
 

 



WINGERS & WAVES: You’re invited to GWRRA Region A WINGERS-N-WAVES event at sea that will 
depart January 22, 2017 on Royal Caribbean’s Oasis of the Seas 7 nights of WOW! “We are pleased 
that Region A is a sponsor of WINGERS-N-WAVES” said Jim Jackson GWRRA Region A 
Director.  The Wingers cruise departs Port Canaveral, FL and sails to St. Thomas, St. Maarten & 
Nassau (largest ship in the world at 225,000 tons). 
  
There is a special group rate of $1,081.95 per person for an Ocean View Balcony cabin. Please 
visitwww.wingersnwaves.com  for full event details and to reserve your cabin.  (LIMITED SPACE – 
RESERVE TODAY) 
  
Please mark your calendar for the 30th GWRRA Southeast Region ‘A’ Rally or “Steel-Pony Rally” will 
be heldOct 27-29, 2016 at beautiful Lakepoint Lodge & Convention Center.  And we have a very large 
incentive for your attendance to the “Steel-Pony Rally” with a very special Grand Prize for the 30th 
Southeast Region ‘A’ Rally.  We are giving a fabulous WINGERS-N-WAVES Cruise for two 
sailing January 22, 2017. “Wow, is this a bodacious Grand Prize or what.”  “I think this is one of the 
best Grand Prizes we’ve ever presented at the Region ‘A’ Rally” said Jim Jackson GWRRA Region A 
Director www.gwrra-regiona.org/HTML/RArally.htm 

Hope you will join the FUN! 
Family & Friends can join at the special group rate! Call 386-299-7535 www.wingersnwaves.com 
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RAFFLE TICKETS:  We have raffle tickets!!!!. This is your chance to get a Gold Wing 

(or a buncha cash)  for a buck. The proceeds from these tickets goes to pay for all of 

that free training that YOU all enjoy all year long here in Florida.  

Please consider picking up a book or two of these tickets to sell to your friends and 

family, and of course, purchase some for yourself.  As an added incentive, if you sell a 

ticket you can put YOUR name on the ticket in the “sold by” slot.  If a ticket you sold 

is drawn as a winner you will also receive a prize. 

 This is a smart deal, a great program and YOU are the direct beneficiary. Call or email 

Glen or Brad to get your hands on some of these valuable tickets. You can pick them up 

at the Chapter Gathering or rides  as well.  You don’t have to be present at the drawing 

to win.  Wonderful prizes and great odds. Get your tickets today! 

 

 

CHAPTER GATHERING : 

Our Chapter Gatherings have 

been suspended for the summer 

because so many of you decided to 

hit the road this year. All other 

Chapter activities will still take 

place as usual. In the meantime.          

RIDE SAFE- RIDE AWARE 

 

 

 

RESCUE TOWING AND EMERGENCY ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE – As a paid Member 
of GWRRA, you receive FREE 24- hour/7-days-a-week towing up to 35 miles per 
disablement and roadside assistance for your motorcycle or any motorcycle you are 
riding, including as a passenger. If you have a Family membership, your registered 



household family members are covered too. You can also upgrade to RESCUE PLUS for 
$35 per year which includes your car, truck, motorcycle trailer up to 100 miles 
 

WING DING:   Wing Ding will be held in Billings Mt in 2016 on Aug 31- Sept 3.  

See www. gwrra.org for more info. Make your reservations NOW. If  you plan 

to attend.  

WINGERS AND WAVES:  Cruise to Nassau, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and 

St Marteen 7 nights Jan 22, 2017. Only$1081 per person. See details at  

http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html. 

Some of our members are defiantly going on this cruise. 

THURSDAY MORNING ARE OPEN RIDES AT FORT MYERS:  .    Meet us at 8 am at 
the McDonald's 13741 North Cleveland Ave. (The corner of Hancock Bridge Parkway 

and Route 41) behind the Drive-Thru.  Due to construction at McD’s we will meet in the 
parking lot on the north side of McD’s.   Contact Mel Wilson at 239-292-1998. 

 

OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS

 

http://www.gwrra.org/
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GUESTS:  Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How 
else could you decide if you want to continue to participate?  You can join by contacting 
me, printing out the form on the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.  
You don’t have to own a Gold Wing to belong.   
 
CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and  phone is 206-396-0848.  My address is PO Box 

380571 Murdock, Fl 33938.   

You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving 

information from and about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you 

wish to be removed from the email list send an email to 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will 

remove your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for 

Chapter business and is not given to anyone else for any reason 

CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES:  Changes to the weekly rides may happen 

from time to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website 

for the most up to date information 

WHATS GOING ON.  

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car.. we don’t 

care- just be there! 

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  July 20* -Ride to Spinnaker in 

Englewood . Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday July 23* - Ride to  Dutchmans in Sarasota.  

Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  July 27* -Ride to Bob Evans in 

Murdock. Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday July 30* - Ride to  Nestor’s in Cape Coral.  

Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  Aug 3* -Ride to Isles Café in Matcula. 

Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday Aug 6* - Ride to  Nichola’s in Wauchula.  

Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  Aug 10* -Ride Family Table in North 

Port. Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/


 


