
 
GWRRA CHAPTER FL2-F, GULF COAST WINGS  

PUNTA GORDA, FL   

FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE  

July 5, 2016 

CHAPTER GATHERINGS ARE SUSPENDED FOR THE SUMMER:  We are 
suspending the Chapter Gatherings for the summer as so many of our participants are 
doing extended travel this summer. ALL OTHER CHAPTER ACTIVITIES ARE STILL 
HAPPENING. We will still be having all of our rides and other activities as normal. 
Keep your eye on the newsletters and the website to keep up with what is happening. 
We will resume Chapter Gatherings in the fall when you guys get back in town. 

SEMINARS THIS SATURDAY:  Denis Turcotte from Chapter FL2- G will be offering 2 
seminars this coming Saturday at 10 AM in the training room at Sun Sports 3441 
Colonial Blvd in Fort Myers. One is a Rider Ed Seminar “ Dealing with Distracted 
Drivers” the other will be a Leadership Seminar “ Chapter Structure and Organization”. 

BRAD MOHR IS LOOKING FOR YOUR IDEAS: The dog days of summer means our 
chapter activities may be limited by the heat and our lack of available members, but it 
gives us time to plan for our peak beginning in October through April.  We will be 
introducing our FL2-F Ride Florida program for more individual/small group ride 
opportunities and prizes at the end, continue our Bike Talks program at Chapter 
Gatherings, plan some overnight rides, solidify training dates, establish 
recruitment/raffle dates, and identify ways to enhance member activities.  We now 
have access to Chapter gear and are looking to expand our sponsor base. 

WE NEED YOUR IDEAS!!!  Please get with myself, Glen or any of your officers and let 
us know what you would like to see, change or improve.  We can’t think of everything 
and are limited by resources, but good ideas are critical for our members, FL2-F and 
GWRRA if we want to keep growing and meeting your needs.  We can’t think of 
everything and your input is needed and wanted. 

CHAPTER TEAM MEETING :   The regularly scheduled Chapter Team meetings will be 
suspended for the summer months of June, July, and August. The next regularly 
scheduled Team meeting will be Sept 8.  We may call special meetings as the need 
arises. Our regular Chapter Gatherings will take place at their usual time and place. See 
you all in the fall.  



 



 

GARY AND SANDY WILLIAMS ARE ON THE ROAD AGAIN: Sandy has shared her 

travelogue for their current trip. They started on June 13.  I will pass these on as I get 

them. You can also see her articles and photos on our website at http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/ 

We had the first days of their trip in earlier newsletters, here are a few more days, the 

rest of the trip will follow next week. 

June 21,2016 

Our ride started today at 9:30 and took us to a restaurant in North Wilkesboro called the Brushy 

Mountain Smokehouse. Yes, our ride took us over Brushy Mountain on a beautiful curvy road . 

Up and down and around which we just don't get to do in Florida. The first picture below shows 

us trying to get organized in the parking lot to go inside the restaurant. I am sure that you can tell 

from the name that they specialize in barbecue but they also have homemade ice cream. The next 

two pictures show us having lunch.Many if us (I'm not mentioning who) had ice cream for 

dessert. I'm protecting those who imbibed by not attaching any pictures. The temps are in the 

90's and I couldn't wait to stop at Dunkin Donuts for an iced coffee on our way back to the hotel. 

 

Our friend , Sue Venne, rode over from Salisbury to have dinner with us. We decided to just walk 

across the parking lot to the Sagebrush Steakhouse. A wonderful dinner. Mike and Tammy 

ordered an appetizer of nachos and found that they could feed the entire table as you can see from 

the last picture I attached. 

Another wonderful day with 119 miles ridden. 

More fun on the agenda for tomorrow. 

 

http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/


June 22,2016 

First of all, several of you e mailed about the ice cream and you were sure that Gary was the one 
eating ice cream. I must confess that I was the one that had dessert. They had home made turtle 
fudge ice cream and anyone that knows me knows that I love ice cream with nuts and that I am 
addicted to chocolate so I couldn't resist when they put both together. Remember that one scoop is 
actually two. Oh well, enough about that. Let me tell you what our group did on June 22. 
 
Our day began at 8:00 at the laundromat as our group was not meeting to go on a ride until 12:30 as 
we were going on a dinner ride. The temps were again in the high 90's. Just think, a week ago we 
were complaining about our 55 degree  temps. Just can't please everyone. We headed to Pilot 
Mountain with our Ride to Eat group. The first picture below shows our group at the overlook. The 
second picture is Sandy and Bruce.  Bruce thought his sister might like a picture of him acting " 
strange ". 
 
I'm always curious about how a place gets its name so I googled ( Hank are you paying attention) 
and I found that Pilot Mountain got its name because the peak helped guide Native Americans and 
early European hunters. I also learned that Thomas Jefferson's father was a surveyor and mapped 
the area. I also found that Andy Griffith was born in the area and used Mount Pilot  in the Andy 
Griffith Show. 
 
I mentioned the Andy Griffith Show because our next stop was Mount Airy which was Andy 
Griffith's birth place. Andy based the town of Mayberry on Mount Airy. We visited the courthouse 
and the third  picture below shows some of us getting ready to enter the building. Gary stayed 
outside and I hesitated to go into the cell as I wasn't sure  that Gary would bail me out. I also got a 
picture of the 1964 squad car. We registered at the Mayberry Hotel and also got a look at Floyd's 
Barbershop. All in all a wonderful trip back in time. 
Our last stop of the day was the Depot Restaurant in Dobson, NC. This was another wonderful 
place to eat that is only open for dinner at night, thus our late start for our ride. The setting is a 
western motif and I felt that we should all have our Stetsons, boots and six shooters on. The three 
pictures below give you a little idea of our dinner and the inside of the restaurant. 
 
Our return trip to Mooresville was very comfortable as the temps were now in the 80's. A pleasant 
afternoon ride of 204 miles 
 

 

 



 

June 23, 2016 

June 23 was another very hot day with the temps approaching 99 degrees. The heat must have 
affected my brain as I did not take any pictures today. We had a wonderful ride through a lot of 
little towns and our hosts gave us some info on the sites we were seeing as we rode by. We went 
through Davidson and then on to Kannapolis. Kannapolis used to be a huge textile area with 
Cannon Industries making towels, sheets and other  cotton products. They have long since 
closed down and the town now has dozens of large research buildings. There is also a huge 
statue of Dale Earnhardt in the park in the center of town. 
 
Our next stop was in Gold Hill where gold was first discovered in North Carolina. They have 
the old Post Office, General Store and other town buildings. Many wonderful Bluegrass 
concerts take place in the center of town on the weekends. Our ride took us on through Granite 
Quarry and then to Salisbury and lunch in the K & W Cafeteria. We took scenic route 150 back 
to the hotel and we were back by 2:30 which gave everyone a chance to get packed up for our 
departure in the morning. We only rode107 miles today, but it was one of my favorite rides. We 
said goodbye to most of the Ride to Eat members when we got to the hotel as many were 
leaving real early in the morning. 
 
Dick, Sandy, Hank and Judy are camping in Statesville and came back to our hotel to have 
dinner  at Hooter's. We said our goodbyes, gave everyone hugs and said we would see everyone 
at Wing Ding in Billings in August. 

 

That’s it for this installment of  “Seeing America One Restaurant at a Time” by Sandra 

Williams. Check into next weeks newsletter (or the Chapter Website) for the final 

episodes. 



 

 

 

RAFFLE TICKETS:  We have raffle tickets!!!!. This is your chance to get a Gold Wing 

(or a buncha cash)  for a buck. The proceeds from these tickets goes to pay for all of 

that free training that YOU all enjoy all year long here in Florida.  

Please consider picking up a book or two of these tickets to sell to your friends and 

family, and of course, purchase some for yourself.  As an added incentive, if you sell a 

ticket you can put YOUR name on the ticket in the “sold by” slot.  If a ticket you sold 

is drawn as a winner you will also receive a prize. 

 This is a smart deal, a great program and YOU are the direct beneficiary. Call or email 

Glen or Brad to get your hands on some of these valuable tickets. You can pick them up 

at the Chapter Gathering or rides  as well.  You don’t have to be present at the drawing 

to win.  Wonderful prizes and great odds. Get your tickets today! 



RESCUE TOWING AND EMERGENCY ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE – As a paid Member of 

GWRRA, you receive FREE 24- hour/7-days-a-week towing up to 35 miles per disablement 

and roadside assistance for your motorcycle or any motorcycle you are riding, including as a 

passenger. If you have a Family membership, your registered household family members are 

covered too. You can also upgrade to RESCUE PLUS for $35 per year which includes your 

car, truck, motorcycle trailer up to 100 miles 

DON’T LET YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRE! 

 

CHAPTER GATHERING : 

Our Chapter Gatherings have 

been suspended for the summer 

because so many of you decided to 

hit the road. All other Chapter 

activities will still take place as 

usual. In the meantime.          

RIDE SAFE- RIDE AWARE 

 

 

 
 

WING DING:   Wing Ding will be held in Billings Mt in 2016 on Aug 31- Sept 3.  

See www. gwrra.org for more info. Make your reservations NOW. If  you plan 

to attend.  

WINGIN’ IT DOWN ON THE FARM:  South Carolina District Rally July 14-16 

at the Civic Center in Anderson SC. ARC, TRC, First Aid/ CPR. Host Hotel is 

Holiday Inn but rates increase after July 13. Visit web site www.gwrrasc.com or 

call Phillip Stone 803-427-1695 for more info.  

WINGERS AND WAVES:  Cruise to Nassau, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and 

St Marteen 7 nights Jan 22, 2017. Only$1081 per person. See details at  

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrrasc.com/


http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html. 

Some of our members are defiantly going on this cruise. 

THURSDAY MORNING ARE OPEN RIDES AT FORT MYERS:  .    Meet us at 8 am at 
the McDonald's 13741 North Cleveland Ave. (The corner of Hancock Bridge Parkway 
and Route 41) behind the Drive-Thru.  Due to construction at McD’s we will meet in the 
parking lot on the north side of McD’s.   Contact Mel Wilson at 239-292-1998. 

  

OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS 

 

GUESTS:  Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How else could you 
decide if you want to continue to participate?  You can join by contacting me, printing out the form on 
the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.  You don’t have to own a Gold Wing to 
belong.   

 

CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and  phone is 206-396-0848.  My address is PO Box 

380571 Murdock, Fl 33938.   

http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/


You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving information from and 

about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you wish to be removed from the email list send 

an email to glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will remove 

your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for Chapter business and is not given 

to anyone else for any reason 

CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES:  Changes to the weekly rides may happen 

from time to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website 

for the most up to date information 

WHATS GOING ON.  

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car.. we don’t 

care- just be there! 

.   

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  July 6 * -Ride to Pioneer Restaurant 

in Zolfo Springs . Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Saturday Chapter Gathering:  * Saturday, July 9* Meetings are suspended for 

summer.  

Saturday Breakfast Ride  *Saturday July 9* - Ride to Nichola’s in Wauchula.   

Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Saturday Seminar: *Saturday July 9* Seminars in training room at Sun Sports 

be there at 10 AM.  

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  July 13* -Ride to Family Table in 

North Port . Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday July 16* - Ride to Waterside Grill in 

Placidia.  Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  July 20* -Ride to Spinnaker in 

Englewood . Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday July 23* - Ride to  Dutchmans in Sarasota.  

Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  July 27* -Ride to Bob Evans in 

Murdock. Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday July 30* - Ride to  Nestor’s in Cape Coral.  

Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

 



 


