
 
GWRRA CHAPTER FL2-F, GULF COAST WINGS  

PUNTA GORDA, FL   

FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE  

June 28, 2016 

GARY AND SANDY WILLIAMS ARE ON THE ROAD AGAIN: Sandy has shared her 

travelogue for their current trip. They started on June 13.  I will pass these on as I get 

them. You can also see her articles and photos on our website at http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/ 

We had the first 4 days of their trip in the June 21 newsletter, here are a few more days, 

the rest of the trip will follow next week. 

JUNE 17,2016 

First of all I have to plead old age or the onset of senility as I wrote the wrong name of the 

restaurant that we ate at on June 16. We ate at Montero's and I would hate to have hundreds of 

people coming to Elizabeth City to eat and asking for a restaurant that doesn't exist. 

 

June 17 is our 49th wedding anniversary so I have a fun filled day planned for Gary and some 

of our happy little our group. Bruce & Lynda are touring on their own today as Bruce was 

stationed at the Coast Guard Base here in Elizabeth City many , many (how old are you Bruce) 

years ago. 

 

The weather forecast was for severe thunderstorms for most of the day and we had a half day 

deep sea fishing trip planned. I called at 8:00 and the fishing trip was still on so we headed out 

to visit the Wright Brothers Memorial in Kill Devils Hill, NC before our 11:00 fishing trip. In 

the early 1890's the Wright brothers had settled in Dayton , OH as proprietors of a small 

bicycle shop. They had always dreamed of the possibility of human flight and in 1903 on a 

small sandy beach near Kill Devils Hill, Orville flew for 12 seconds. It was not very long, but it 

was a beginning and this memorial recognizes that. It consists of a tall monument, a first flight 

Boulder and a fabricated bronze and stainless steel bi plane. Great stop and an opportunity to 

get another stamp in my National Park Passport book. 

 

After our visit to the memorial, we found out our fishing trip was cancelled as the sea was a 

little rough and high winds were forecast for the afternoon. We decided to drive down the outer 

banks to Cape Hatteras and the Lighthouse.  Our first stop was the Bodie Island Lighthouse 

which was built in 1872 and is 165 feet tall. Another stamp in my National Park Passport Book. 

http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/


Our next stop was the  Cape Hatteras Lighthouse and the picture below is our little tour group 

by the lighthouse sign. This lighthouse was built in 1870 and at 198.5 feet tall, it is the worlds 

second tallest brick lighthouse. Right now you might be asking where the worlds tallest brick 

lighthouse is located ( and then you might not be asking that question). Well I googled and 

found that if I went to Swinoujscie, Poland I could see the tallest brick lighthouse. Again, 

another stamp for my book. 

 

It was now time for lunch at Dirty Dicks Crab House. Great lobster bisque.  Now it was time to 

head north again and we made one last stop at the Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge Visitor 

Center. With this last two stop I have now obtained all of the stamps fir the National Parks, 

National Monuments and National Historic Sites in North Carolina. Whew! 

 

The wind picked up a little on our way north and the sky began to become overcast and we 

began wondering if we would make it back to the hotel before getting wet. We were within 17 

miles of the hotel when it began to sprinkle. We figured if we didn't  stop we wouldn't  get wet 

so we kept going because we could see lighter skies to our left and we knew we were going to be 

heading left shortly. Right decision as our left turn got us out of the rain and to the hotel and 

we got the bikes all covered up for the night before the rain came down in earnest. 

 

Another wonderful and busy day. 

 

JUNE 18 2016 

Today is June 18 and Jeff and Amy decided to go touring on their own. The rest of our happy 
little tour group was able to sleep in an extra half hour this morning as we didn't have to leave 
for   our Wild Horse Adventure until 8:30. We had booked an 11:00 tour in one of their 
Hummers and you can see us standing in beside our tour vehicle. The wild horses on the outer 
banks are protected and in order to see them you need a 4 wheel drive vehicle and our 
motorcycles did not qualify. Route 12 north is a paved road that turns into sand near Swan 
Beach and the state has put a fence up that extends into the ocean and cattle grates across the 
road that the horses won't cross in order to protect them. The herd is now down to about 85 
horses. Supposedly they have done DNA tests to confirm that these horses are descended from 
those of the Spanish Conquistadors who were in the outer banks some 500 odd (or even) years 



ago. There are rules that visitors have to stay at least 50 
feet away from the horses and visitors cannot feed 
the horses. The fines for breaking the rules are $500 if 
you are too close and $10,000 for feeding. We saw 
two groups that consisted of a stallion and his 
mares. The group is called a harem. The second 
picture below is the first group we saw and they had a 
little foal sleeping in the grass. She just wouldn't stand 
up so I could get a picture. The third picture is the 
stallion in the second group. The horses live right 
amongst the houses that are in the beach area on the 
sand dunes. There is also a preserve that visitors 
cannot go in that some of them live in. We saw 10 of 
the 85 horses and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. 
 We grabbed a bite to eat on our 
way to the Currituck Beach Lighthouse which was 
our next site to see. The fourth picture below is Mike 
and me standing in front of the lighthouse before 
we climbed the 220 steps to the top. This is another brick lighthouse and this one they decided 
not to paint. The lighthouse began operation on December 1, 1875 and was opened to the 
public for tours in 1990. 
 
We next headed to South Mills , NC and  the Williams Farm Market for homemade ice cream. 
Mike had seen their ad in one of the hotel publications and was sure that because of the name 
we would be given the family discount.  Franklin and Linda Williams were not in the shop this 
afternoon as they had taken the ice cream truck into Elizabeth City.  They have 12 flavors and 
only began their operation in 2013. They also have a little bakery and I can attest to the fact 
their lemon squares are delicious. We also bought some of their homemade jam. The fifth 
picture below shows us with the ice cream. 
 
We had an absolutely beautiful sunshiny day with 165 miles traveled. 

 



 

 

JUNE 19, 2016 

June 19 was primarily just a travel day as we left  Elizabeth a City at 7:30 this morning and headed for 
Mooresville, NC. The extra half hour that everyone had yesterday got taken away today with our early 
departure. We started our trip on secondary roads with very little traffic, but we eventually ended up 
on I-85 with heavy traffic which no one really liked. We had a couple of stretch breaks and a gas stop 
and then met our friend Sue Venne in Salisbury for lunch. Sue used to live in NH and she and her 
husband Jim rode bikes with us for 30 years prior to his death. Great friends and we miss seeing her 
on a regular basis. The picture below shows Sue sitting between Lynda and me. We arrived at our 
hotel in Mooresville about 4:00 and had time to rest for a few minutes before heading out to Paulette 
and Rays for a cookout. We have 15 couples here from the Ride to Eat group and will begin our tours 
in the morning. Great catching up with everyone we haven't seen since leaving Florida in April. 
 
In the picture below you have Gary, Bruce, Lynda, Sue, Sandy, Jeff, Amy and Mike. Tammy is our 
photographer today. 
 
Another wonderful sunny day on the road. 
 

 



JUNE 20,2016 

June 20 was our first scheduled ride with our Ride to Eat Group. The first picture below shows 

me modeling our shirt. As you can see our goal is to see America one restaurant at a time. Our 

area hosts are Paulette and Ray and they took pity on all of us today and planned a short ride. 

We have 15 couples here this year which is a good turnout. Today's ride will take us in circles 

and we will never be more than 25 miles away from our hotel. The second and third picture 

below shows our group preparing for the ride. Gary is trying to get the hearing aids out of the 

ear and in the pocket. 

 

Today's ride took us through some small North Carolina towns. One if these is Troutman and 

supposedly it gained fame as a moonshine town back in the day.  Our lunch stop was in China 

Grove and the name of the restaurant was the China Grove Family House.. Part of our ride took 

us by a portion of Lake Norman . There are some beautiful properties on the lake and the lake 

is huge. We took our first rest stop at a little roadside place on the lake and you can see all of 

the bikes parked in front. 

 

After lunch we made an ice cream stop at the Patterson Farm Market.  I ordered a one scoop 

dish and it was actually two scoops. The last picture below shows Judy, Jenny and Sandyeating 

ice cream. A beautiful and sun shiny day but the temps are bordering on the lower 90's. What a 

difference between the 55 degrees we had on our first day of traveling. Our total mileage for 

today was 113 miles so you can see we didn't go too far. 

 

More adventures for tomorrow. 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 

RAFFLE TICKETS:  We have raffle tickets!!!!. This is your chance to get a Gold Wing 

(or a buncha cash)  for a buck. The proceeds from these tickets goes to pay for all of 

that free training that YOU all enjoy all year long here in Florida.  

Please consider picking up a book or two of these tickets to sell to your friends and 

family, and of course, purchase some for yourself.  As an added incentive, if you sell a 

ticket you can put YOUR name on the ticket in the “sold by” slot.  If a ticket you sold 

is drawn as a winner you will also receive a prize. 

 This is a smart deal, a great program and YOU are the direct beneficiary. Call or email 

Glen or Brad to get your hands on some of these valuable tickets. You can pick them up 

at the Chapter Gathering or rides  as well.  You don’t have to be present at the drawing 

to win.  Wonderful prizes and great odds. Get your tickets today! 

CHAPTER GATHERING:  Our next Chapter Gathering will be held Saturday July 

9. Breakfast at 8 AM. Short update meeting at 9 AM. The Gathering will be 

held at Olympia Restaurant, 3245 Tamiami Trail in Port Charlotte, FL 



CHAPTER TEAM MEETING :   The regularly scheduled Chapter Team meetings will be 

suspended for the summer months of June, July, and August. The next regularly scheduled 

Team meeting will be Sept 8.  We may call special meetings as the need arises. Our regular 

Chapter Gatherings will take place at their usual time and place 

RESCUE TOWING AND EMERGENCY ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE – As a paid Member of 

GWRRA, you receive FREE 24- hour/7-days-a-week towing up to 35 miles per disablement 

and roadside assistance for your motorcycle or any motorcycle you are riding, including as a 

passenger. If you have a Family membership, your registered household family members are 

covered too. You can also upgrade to RESCUE PLUS for $35 per year which includes your 

car, truck, motorcycle trailer up to 100 miles 

DON’T LET YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRE! 

 

CHAPTER GATHERING : 

Our next Chapter Gathering will  

be Saturday, July 9  at Olympia 

Restaurant 3245 Tamiami Trail. 

Port Charlotte. Breakfast social  at 

8:00 AM Short update meeting at 

9:00AM. Ride to follow meeting.  

. 

 

 
 
 

WING DING:   Wing Ding will be held in Billings Mt in 2016 on Aug 31- Sept 3.  

See www. gwrra.org for more info. Make your reservations NOW. If  you plan 

to attend.  

WINGIN’ IT DOWN ON THE FARM:  South Carolina District Rally July 14-16 

at the Civic Center in Anderson SC. ARC, TRC, First Aid/ CPR. Host Hotel is 

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/


Holiday Inn but rates increase after July 13. Visit web site www.gwrrasc.com or 

call Phillip Stone 803-427-1695 for more info.  

WINGERS AND WAVES:  Cruise to Nassau, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and 

St Marteen 7 nights Jan 22, 2017. Only$1081 per person. See details at  

http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html. 

Some of our members are defiantly going on this cruise. 

THURSDAY MORNING ARE OPEN RIDES AT FORT MYERS:  .    Meet us at 8 am at 
the McDonald's 13741 North Cleveland Ave. (The corner of Hancock Bridge Parkway 
and Route 41) behind the Drive-Thru.  Due to construction at McD’s we will meet in the 
parking lot on the north side of McD’s.   Contact Mel Wilson at 239-292-1998. 

  

OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS 

 

GUESTS:  Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How else could you 
decide if you want to continue to participate?  You can join by contacting me, printing out the form on 
the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.  You don’t have to own a Gold Wing to 
belong.   

http://www.gwrrasc.com/
http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/


 

CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and  phone is 206-396-0848.  My address is PO Box 

380571 Murdock, Fl 33938.   

You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving information from and 

about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you wish to be removed from the email list send 

an email to glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will remove 

your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for Chapter business and is not given 

to anyone else for any reason 

CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES:  Changes to the weekly rides may happen 

from time to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website 

for the most up to date information 

WHATS GOING ON.  

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car.. we don’t 

care- just be there! 

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  June 29* - Ride is cancelled.   

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday July 2* - Ride to Egg and I in Grove City.  

Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  July 6 * -Ride to Pioneer Restaurant 

in Zolfo Springs . Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Saturday Chapter Gathering:  * Saturday, July 9* 8 AM at Olympia Restaurant 

in Port Charlotte. Breakfast at 8AM. Short update meeting at 9AM. Ride to 

Follow. 

Saturday After Meeting Ride. *Saturday July 9* - Ride to Nichola’s in Wauchula.   

Meet in parking lot after meeting.  

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  July 13* -Ride to Family Table in 

North Port . Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday July 16* - Ride to Waterside Grill in 

Placidia.  Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  July 20* -Ride to Spinnaker in 

Englewood . Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday July 23* - Ride to  Dutchmans in Sarasota.  

Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.   

 



 


