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VETERANS DAY PARADE:  We had great participation in the Veterans Day parade. 
Thanks to all who showed up for this great event. Special thanks to our friends from 
Sarasota Chapter FL2-B2 for coming and riding with us. My sentiment is perhaps best 
reflected by the following article by Brad Mohr, our Membership Enhancement 
Coordinator. 
 
My first parade ride with FL2-F took place during Saturday’s Punta Gorda 
Veteran’s Day Parade.  All 10 bikes sparkled and were festooned with small 
American flags provided by Don Irgens.  Glen’s trike led displaying our 
chapter banner with flags fluttering on the rear bumper.  With a couple of 
riders from the Sarasota chapter riding with us, we followed a line of sleek 
Corvettes as we slowly rolled along in first gear.  Crowds lined the route 
waving, saluting and cheering in a sea of American flags and Veteran’s 
service ball caps.  Even after a contentious national election, we were all 
together as a united people celebrating common values and celebrating 
our Veterans.  It was also gratifying to see so many of our members 
displaying the GWRRA Legion of Honor badge on our vests and jackets 
signifying our Veteran’s status.  I felt proud when the announcer 
recognized GWRRA FL2-F as we rode past.   It made me feel proud to be an 
American, a Veteran and a GWRRA FL2-F member. 

 

CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PARTY:   The Chapter Christmas Party will be held at 

5PM, Sunday evening  December 18  at  the Olympia Restaurant 3245 Tamiami 

Trail, Port Charlotte. Normal menu will be the service. Each person coming to 

the Christmas Party should bring a wrapped gift for the Yankee Gift Exchange/ 

Swap. Mark the gift as appropriate for male or female.  Please do not spend 

more than $25 on each gift. Also, please do not make the gifts “White 

Elephants”.    

 



NEW CHAPTER PARTICIPATION BENEFITS: Whenever you attend a Chapter Ride, 
Function, or Event be sure to collect your Participation Ticket from the Event Leader. 
Keep your tickets until the next Chapter Gathering. The Participation Tickets stubs will 
be gathered at the Chapter Gathering and a winner will be drawn. The winner will 
receive a prize. 
 

 
 

 

 



 



Group Riding 

 
By: Tim Poppell, RE, FL1-D 

 
 

Group Riding: Group riding requires a certain level of skill and self-discipline. It 
restricts an individual rider’s options as to speed, changes in route, and lane 
positioning. Group riding requires good communications, courtesy among riders and a 
willingness to look out for the safety of others while riding your own ride. This is why 
we have group riding seminars to help everyone know how to ride in a group and what 
to expect. There are several advantages for motorcyclists who ride street bikes in a 
group:  

1. A group is more visible to other drivers that a solo rider. 
 

  2. Other vehicles can predict what a rider in a group will likely do because all 
members generally maintain fixed positions and fixed intervals between riders.  
 

3. In the case of a mechanical problem or an accident, help is available 
immediately to the rider. Someone in the group usually has a cell phone to call for help, 
Also many members are trained in CRP and First Aid. 
 

 4. As friends, some of the members may be aware of any special medical 
condition others may have, may have been covered in the ride brief. 

 
 5. Just a lot of fun going places with friend that have like interests.  
 
6. A few months back we talked about the Road Captains and what they should do or 
can do to make a ride safe and fun. Now let’s talk a little about the riders along for the 
rider in between the Road Captains. One of the most important rules to remember is 
SAFETY FIRST. 
 

Here are some other points to remember. 
 

· Ride Your Own Ride, remember you are responsible for your actions. While we 
have Road Captains to guide us on the ride, they cannot see every hazard or know what 
a crazy driver might do on the road. So keep your eye open and be watchful, S.E.E. 
(Search Evaluate and Execute)  

 
· Know the group riding techniques taught by GWRRA and follow them. · Line up 

ready to ride. Many times we meet at a gas station so you can fill up / empty before we 
go, but if not be sure to arrive with a full tank of gas and everything you need to go on 
the ride. Be sure your motorcycle is mechanically safe to ride also.  

 
· Be prompt (early) try to arrive early. 



 · We want everyone to have a great time  while on the ride. We will try to keep 
everyone informed along the way but there are times we will need your help.  

 
· Spacing is very important. Spacing is sometime hard for some riders to 

maintain. It takes some practice and a good understanding of the bikes ability as well 
as the rider’s ability and style of riding. Some riders do not like to get what they 
consider too close. We use the 2 second guideline. Under normal situations you should 
be 2 seconds behind the bike directly in front of you (this would put you at 1sec behind 
the bike staggered in front. More distance as conditions and riding skill dictate, but 
maintain that spacing.  

 
· Do not create a yoyo effect. Always try to accelerate smoothly to maintain 

spacing, don’t slow down and create a large gap either and then run hard to catch up. 
This creates unsafe speeds and the group loses unity. I notice many riders (they 
probably don’t notice) that when they look off to the side to see something they start 
slowing down then look forward and realize the gap created and punch it to catch 
up….thus the yoyo!! If you find yourself having a hard time with the spacing, try 
another position in the group. Some riders do better riding closer to the front and 
others in the back.  

 
· Is the CB only for the Road Captain’s? No, it is there for all to use, responsibly! 

By that I mean keep the comment short so that if the Road Captain needs to interject a 
rad condition he can. Also be mindful of where we are! If we are out on the open road 
you probably have plenty of time to talk. However if we are in city traffic or they have 
announced upcoming turns keep the chatter down so the Road Captains can give 
directions. If in doubt ask!   

 
· Remember we are a group and your actions as a rider reflect on the whole group 

and the GWRRA reputation.  
 
· Do not blast out on the CB negative comments about another riders riding 

habits. If you are uncomfortable behind a rider at the next stop make a position 
change. The only time to call someone out is if there is concern for safety or you see a 
mechanical issue, even then use a respectful approach. 

 
 · Directions, I know you know a different way to get there but todays ride is 

follow the Road Captains directions. Generally the route is set so unless asked for 
advice don’t request a route change during the ride. There is a lot more information on 
group riding available in the group riding seminar. If you haven’t attended one of the 
sessions please do. It is a lot of fun and it will help keep everyone safe on the ride. If 
you have any questions on group riding please ask any of the Road Captains. 

  
Sometimes there is more than one answer to a situation but always think safety first.  



 

CHAPTER GATHERING: 

Our next Chapter Gathering 

will be held at the Olympia 

Restaurant 3245 Tamiami 

Trail, Port Charlotte. Breakfast 

will be at 8am. There will be a 

SHORT update meeting at 

9AM with a ride to follow. 

.          RIDE SAFE- RIDE AWARE          

 

 

 

WINGTOBERFEST UPDATE: Good news!  We have secured a new date 

at John Stretch Park for our Rally!  It will now be Wingtoberfest in February 
on Saturday February 18th, 2017!  Please put the date on your calendars 
right away!  Everything will be the same except no hurricanes and a better 
chance our part time residents will be here to share in all the FUN! 

WING DING 39:  Wing Ding 39  will be held in Grapevine, Texas Aug 27 to Sep 2, 
2019. Go to wing-ding.org/39 for more information. 
 

WINGERS AND WAVES:  Cruise to Nassau, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and 

St Marteen 7 nights Jan 22, 2017. Only$1081 per person. See details at  

http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html. 

Some of our members are defiantly going on this cruise. 

FLORIDA DISTRICT RALLY:  March 23-25, 2017 at International Palms 

Resort in Orlando.  MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW 

 

DISTRICT CHAPTER CONFERENCE: Jan 7-8, 2017 at International Palms 

Resort in Orland. We will be coordinating a ride for all who want to attend. 

file:///C:/Users/Glen/Desktop/Temp%20Stuff/Gulf%20Coast%20Wings/Emails-Weekly/wing-ding.org/39
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 OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS

 
 

ITS YOUR CHAPTER:   The season is just about upon us. We have lots of fun and 

exciting things planned for this year but your ideas are always needed and welcome. If 

you have ideas for rides or places you would like to go, let us know. Remember, if you 

don’t contribute, you don’t get to  complain. Be willing to step up and help with the 

chores and organization that goes along with creating these activites. 

CHAPTER GATHERING :  Our next Chapter Gathering will also be December 10 at 8 
am Social  Breakfast, then we will have a very short update meeting starting at 9 AM 
and then a ride following the meeting. 
 

CHAPTER TEAM MEETING:  There will be a Chapter Team meeting Thurs Dec 8 at 7 
PM at Glen’s house 1435 Salyers St in Port Charlotte.  This meeting is primarily for 
Chapter Team members, but all are welcome to attend. 
 
CHAPTER SHIRTS, T-SHIRTS, HATS ETC. We have a new  supplier for our shirts and 
gear. We can get a much larger array of  cool gear now including sweatshirts. Contact 
Brad Mohr for pricing or to make an order.  
 



DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO SELL?:  Have a spare Gold Wing 

laying around the garage you’d like to get rid of ?? or maybe parts, accessories, clothing 

or whatever. (?)   Take some pics, write up a description and what you want for it. We 

will get it in the news letter for you and we can also get it on our website, if you would 

like. Just send the info to my email glen.disbrow@gmail.com .  

 
SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS: REMEMBER YOU GET SIGNIFICANT DISCOUNTS AT 

SUN SPORTS!  

 
GUESTS:  Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How 
else could you decide if you want to continue to participate?  You can join by contacting 
me, printing out the form on the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.  
You don’t have to own a Gold Wing to belong.   
 
CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES:  Changes to the weekly rides may happen 

from time to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website 

for the most up to date information 

mailto:glen.disbrow@gmail.com
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/


CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and  phone is 206-396-0848.  My address is PO Box 

380571 Murdock, Fl 33938.   

You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving information from and 

about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you wish to be removed from the email list send 

an email to glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will remove 

your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for Chapter business and is not given 

to anyone else for any reason 

 

 

WHATS GOING ON.  

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car.. we don’t 

care- just be there! 

Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday  Nov  16 * -Ride to Kiki Road House in Fort Mead.  We 
will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 
AM.  
 
Saturday Ride. *Saturday Nov 19* - Ride to Linger Lodge in Bradenton.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM. 
 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday  Nov  23 * -Ride to Miceli’s Restaurant in Matlacha.  We 
will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 
AM. 
 
Saturday Ride. *Saturday Nov 26* - Ride to Dwayen’s in Lakeland.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM. 
 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday  Nov  30 * -Ride to Amigos in LaBelle.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM. 
 



 
 


