
 
GWRRA CHAPTER FL2-F, GULF COAST WINGS  

PUNTA GORDA, FL   

FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE  

Nov 23, 2016 

CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PARTY:   The Chapter Christmas Party will be held at 

5PM, Sunday evening  December 18  at  the Olympia Restaurant 3245 Tamiami 

Trail, Port Charlotte. Normal menu will be the service. Each person coming to 

the Christmas Party should bring a wrapped gift for the Yankee Gift Exchange/ 

Swap. Mark the gift as appropriate for male or female.  Please do not spend 

more than $25 on each gift. Also, please do not make the gifts “White 

Elephants”.    

NEW CHAPTER PARTICIPATION BENEFITS: Whenever you attend a Chapter Ride, 
Function, or Event be sure to collect your Participation Ticket from the Event Leader. 
Keep your tickets until the next Chapter Gathering. The Participation Tickets stubs will 
be gathered at the Chapter Gathering and a winner will be drawn. The winner will 
receive a prize. 
 

 
Ride to Linger Lodge 



 
 

 



 



Crossing Railroad Tracks-Attack Angle? 
By: James R. Davis 

 
Sooner or later you are going to find yourself having to cross over railroad tracks in the 
road. Virtually all of you know that you should attempt to attain the greatest 'attack 
angle' possible in order to minimize the odds of catastrophe, but I wonder how many of 
you know what that really means.  
 
I have read state produced motorcycle rider handbooks and they invariably provide 
that advice - 'greatest attack angle possible', and usually they even specify that to mean 
'greater than 45 degrees' or 'as close to 90 degrees as possible'. But while brevity may 
be the soul of humor, it is quite inappropriate when it comes to life-saving advice.  
 
What does 'attack angle' mean? Does it mean the angle at which the front tire strikes 
the rail, or does it mean the angle the motorcycle is moving relative to the rail?  
 
I maintain that the advice given is about BOTH being as great as possible. And that can 
only happen if the front wheel is pointing in the direction the bike is moving. And that 
means that you should establish your 'attack angle' long before you attempt to cross 
over the rail. I will explain why shortly.  
 
There are three potential hazards you are confronted with when crossing rials: 1) Low 
traction (particularly if the rail is wet or oily or if there is ice on it), 2) A wide flange gap 
between the roadbed and the rail that can trap your tire, and 3) differences in elevation 
between the road bed and the rail.  
 
Traction - obviously you want your motorcycle path of travel (not just the front tire) to 
have the greatest attack angle possible when you encounter low traction. You want the 
momentum of the motorcycle to carry you across the low traction area in as short a 
period of time as possible. A low attack angle increases the time you are exposed to that 
low traction.  
 
Gap - A flange gap always exists between the roadbed and the rail itself to provide room 
for the train or trolley wheels to seat on the rial itself. These are usually no wider than 
about two inches. That is sufficient to capture your tire and rob you of steering 
(directional) control if you attempt to ease (low attack angle of your tire) across the 
track. It means only a trivial to modest bump with a large attack angle.  
 
Height disparity - Just the fact that there is a flange gap next to the rail (actually, there 
is a gap on both sides of each rail because even though they are made of steel, rails 
actually move relative to stationary roadbeds when tons of weight are being carried by 
them) will cause the front tire to encounter a height difference between the roadbed 
and the rail, and it will be greater the wider the flange gap is as your tire will begin to 



roll off the leading edge of the roadbed before it encounters the rail itself.  
 

But not all roadbeds are well maintained. Instead of looking like this (profile):  

 
 
A worn and badly maintained roadbed could look more like this. 
 

 

 
Note that there could easily be two height differences in that profile where the tire hits the rail as the 
first difference and then after rolling up onto that rail, the tire will hit the roadbed at yet another 
height difference.  
 
With a large attack angle (both tire and path of travel), those differences will merely be felt as a trivial 
or modest bump. With a smaller attack angle, crossing that rail on a well maintained roadbed is not a 
big deal unless the rail is wet or oily or icy.  
 



But consider what happens if the front tire is not pointing in the same direction as the motorcycle's 
path of travel and that roadbed is not well maintained. In other words, if the bike is in a turn at the 
time.  
 
When the front tire hits the rail, it will be with the leading left or right side of the tire. That is 
absolutely a counter-steering input! If you are making a left turn across the tracks, the front tire will 
be 'kicked' slightly to the right and the result will be a lean to the left and your handlebar along with 
the front tire will veer slightly to the left. Then the tire hits the raised edge of the next roadbed as it 
crosses over the rail. Another counter-steer kick to the right and a very good possibility of the 
motorcycle capsizing immediately.  
 
But this will surprise you, when turning to the left you know that the motorcycle leans to the left, but 
would you expect the capsizing motorcycle to therefor end up on its left side? Could be, but there is a 
good chance that it will actually end up on its right side instead.  
 
Remember that there is a force generated by trail called the 'restoring moment'? That is a torque that 
tries to rotate the front tire in the direction the motorcycle is traveling. (To keep it running in a 
straight line and vertical.) But do you remember what 'NEGATIVE TRAIL' is and does?  

 
When your tire rides up onto a bump, like a train track, as soon as the contact patch lifts off the 
ground level it had been traveling and into the air, trail has become substantially smaller and often 
becomes negative.  
 
Negative trail (actually the restoring moment) now pushes the front tire AWAY from pointing in the 
same direction as the motorcycle is traveling!! You will feel an AGGRESSIVE twist of your handlebar 
in the direction of the turn. The front wheel will turn so dramatically in the direction of the turn that 
the motorcycle's CG cannot keep up with it and the result is that the bike will very quickly fall in the 
opposite direction. A left turning bike, for example, can easily end up on its right side as a result of 
negative trail.  
 
So you now know that you should not be IN a turn when you cross railroad tracks. But sometimes you 
cannot avoid it. Sometimes there is insufficient space for you to complete a turn before your front tire 
attempts to surmount a track. Consider, for example, that you are riding on the roadbed BETWEEN 
the tracks of a trolley system that is running parallel to the roadway. The tracks have been embedded 
into a lane of traffic.  



 
In order to get out of that position you must cross one rail on the left or right of the track. Unless you 
are moving at a virtual standstill, crossing a rail is exceedingly dangerous if the roadbed is not well 
maintained, or there is moisture or oil or ice on the tracks.  
 
When you turn your front wheel to one side or the other, it takes time for your motorcycle to yaw into 
the desired direction of travel. During that time, the front tire is pointing in a different direction than 
is the rear tire (you are still turning).  
 
Imagine that you are traveling at a relatively low speed (so that you can attain a steering angle of 
about 20 degrees in an effort to cross a trolley track to your left) as you ride between trolley tracks on 
your way to a restaurant. By the time your front tire hits the rail, your motorcycle has had time to yaw 
all of about 17 degrees. Notice that even though the front tire's attack angle is close to 40 degrees, 
motorcycle's attack angle is only about 17 degrees.  
 

 



 
Your bike has an excellent chance of capsizing and of ending up on its right side. And, by the way, 
scraping and gouging its way across an oncoming lane of traffic before it comes to rest. And you? 
 
Hope you're wearing a FULL-FACE HELMET!! 
 
See why you do not want to be turning when you cross over tracks in the road? 
 
By the way, most states provide a Motorcycle Operator Manual (MOM) or Handbook to the public in 
which they make suggestions about safe riding. Relative to trolley tracks, the handbooks are silent on 
the issue of whether or not to ride between them if they are embedded in a parallel fashion to the 
roadway. But they do make the suggestion that if you are going to cross tracks that are parallel to your 
path of travel, you should move away from the tracks before attempting to cross them in order to 
attain as large an 'attack angle' as possible.  
 
Unfortunately, the above advice is simply of trivial value since even if you move a full lane away from 
the tracks before attempting to cross them, you cannot attain an attack angle of at least 45 degrees 
while traveling at any speed above 10 MPH.  

 
Copyright © 1992 - 2016 by The Master Strategy Group, all rights reserved. 
.  

 

CHAPTER GATHERING: 

Our next Chapter Gathering 

will be held at the Olympia 

Restaurant 3245 Tamiami 

Trail, Port Charlotte. Breakfast 

will be at 8am. There will be a 

SHORT update meeting at 

9AM with a ride to follow. 

     RIDE SAFE- RIDE AWARE          

 

 



WINGTOBERFEST UPDATE: Good news!  We have secured a new date 

at John Stretch Park for our Rally!  It will now be Wingtoberfest in February 

on Saturday February 18th, 2017!  Please put the date on your calendars 
right away!  Everything will be the same except no hurricanes and a better 
chance our part time residents will be here to share in all the FUN! 

WING DING 39:  Wing Ding 39  will be held in Grapevine, Texas Aug 27 to Sep 2, 
2019. Go to wing-ding.org/39 for more information. 
 

WINGERS AND WAVES:  Cruise to Nassau, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and 

St Marteen 7 nights Jan 22, 2017. Only$1081 per person. See details at  

http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html. 

Some of our members are defiantly going on this cruise. 

FLORIDA DISTRICT RALLY:  March 23-25, 2017 at International Palms 

Resort in Orlando.  MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW 

 

DISTRICT CHAPTER CONFERENCE: Jan 7-8, 2017 at International Palms 

Resort in Orland. We will be coordinating a ride for all who want to attend. 

 

ITS YOUR CHAPTER:   The season is just about upon us. We have lots of fun and 

exciting things planned for this year but your ideas are always needed and welcome. If 

you have ideas for rides or places you would like to go, let us know. Remember, if you 

don’t contribute, you don’t get to  complain. Be willing to step up and help with the 

chores and organization that goes along with creating these activites. 

CHAPTER GATHERING :  Our next Chapter Gathering will also be December 10 at 8 
am Social  Breakfast, then we will have a very short update meeting starting at 9 AM 
and then a ride following the meeting. 
 

CHAPTER TEAM MEETING:  There will be a Chapter Team meeting Thurs Dec 8 at 7 
PM at Glen’s house 1435 Salyers St in Port Charlotte.  This meeting is primarily for 
Chapter Team members, but all are welcome to attend. 
 
CHAPTER SHIRTS, T-SHIRTS, HATS ETC. We have a new  supplier for our shirts and 
gear. We can get a much larger array of  cool gear now including sweatshirts. Contact 
Brad Mohr for pricing or to make an order.  
 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO SELL?:  Have a spare Gold Wing 

laying around the garage you’d like to get rid of ?? or maybe parts, accessories, clothing 

or whatever. (?)   Take some pics, write up a description and what you want for it. We 

file:///C:/Users/Glen/Desktop/Temp%20Stuff/Gulf%20Coast%20Wings/Emails-Weekly/wing-ding.org/39
http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html


will get it in the newsletter for you and we can also get it on our website, if you would 

like. Just send the info to my email glen.disbrow@gmail.com .  

 

 OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS

 
 

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS: REMEMBER YOU GET SIGNIFICANT DISCOUNTS AT 

SUN SPORTS!  

GUESTS:  Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How 
else could you decide if you want to continue to participate?  You can join by contacting 
me, printing out the form on the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.  
You don’t have to own a Gold Wing to belong.   
 
CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES:  Changes to the weekly rides may happen 

from time to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website 

for the most up to date information 

mailto:glen.disbrow@gmail.com
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/


CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and  phone is 206-396-0848.  My address is PO Box 

380571 Murdock, Fl 33938.   

You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving information from and 

about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you wish to be removed from the email list send 

an email to glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will remove 

your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for Chapter business and is not given 

to anyone else for any reason 

 

 

WHATS GOING ON.  

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car.. we don’t 

care- just be there! 

 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday  Nov  23 * -Ride to Miceli’s Restaurant in Matlacha.  We 
will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 
AM. 
 
Saturday Ride. *Saturday Nov 26* - Ride to Dwayen’s in Lakeland.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM. 
 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday  Nov  30 * -Ride to Amigos in LaBelle.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM. 
 
Saturday Ride. *Saturday Dec 3* - Ride to Sizzling Grill in Lake Wales.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM. 
 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday  Dec 7: -Ride to Solomon’s Castle in Ona.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM.  
 



 
 


