
 
GWRRA CHAPTER FL2-F, GULF COAST WINGS  

PUNTA GORDA, FL   

FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE  

Oct 5, 2016 

HURRICANE MATHEW: According to all of the models I have seen, the hurricane is 
close but  we are outside the “cone of uncertainty” for this storm. But make no mistake, 
BE PREPARED! The experts say to have  3 days of food and water for each member  of 
your household. Stay safe. There are a lot of computer models out there but the 
hurricane doesn’t know about them and predicting weather around here is tricky at 
best.  Be prepared, stay safe. 

 
ATTENTION! ATTENTION!! NEW RIDE MEETING LOCATION: 
 
Until further notice, We will be using a new ride meeting location. 
 
We will meet behind the McDonald’s in the parking lot at the Peachland Promenade 
Shopping Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. (instead of Burger King) 
Check out the web site for more info. 
This is a McDonald’s. I am pretty sure that if you are a Gold Wing Rider, you can find 
any McDonald’s on demand.  If not, you will have to turn in your red spoon. 
 

 

 



CHAPTER A RALLY :  Plans for Octoberfest are moving ahead. In the words of Bill 
Smith 
 

Storm?  What Storm? 
 

According to our local weather station Saturday, October 8th the date for 
our Rally, is going to be gorgeous!  (their words!)  Sunny, breezy, a high of 
88 and only a 10% chance of rain. 
 
So the Rally is a GO! 
 
Get involved and go with us.  It's the FUN part! 

 
 
 

 
 



CHAPTER GATHERING :  Our next Chapter Gathering will be OCT 8,  8 am Breakfast, 
meeting at 9 AM. There will be an after meeting ride to Wingtoberfest in Lake Harbor 
or an alternate ride to the White Elephant in Englewood. Meet in parking lot after 
meeting. (See the Wingtoberfest flyer at the end of the newsletter). 
 
CHAPTER TEAM MEETING:  Weather permitting, There will be a Chapter Team 
meeting Thurs Oct 6 at 7 PM at Glen’s house 1435 Salyers St in Port Charlotte.  This 
meeting is primarily for Chapter Team members, but all are welcome to attend. 
 

 
 

 
  



 



ATTENTION GWRRA MEMBERS- GOLD BOOK:   
 2016 Gold Book updates are due by Monday, November 2nd. If you would like to 
update your Gold Book Information go to http://www.gwrra.org/2016-GB-
postcard.png  .Print out the card and mail it to:  

Mail: 21423 N. 11th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85027 USA 
Email: memberservices@gwrra.org 
Phone: 800-843-9460 / 623-581-2500 
Manage My Record: membership.gwrra.org 
Website: gwrra.org/contact.html 
Online Chat: gwrra.org/livechat.html 
Fax: 877-348-9416 

If you have questions Call Member Services at 800-843-9460. If you have more 
than one address, Please call and create a “Gold Book” Address 

FREE TRC AND PANCAKE BREAKFAST (NOT FREE) NOV 5:  There will be a Trike 
Rider Course held in the parking lot of United Methodist Church 21075 Quesada Ave in 
Port Charlotte Saturday Nov 5. There will be a classroom portion and a range portion. 
The Church is having a Pancake Breakfast that morning. We have attended the pancake 
breakfast in the past and it was great! Slots are limited so get your slot reserved NOW! 
This course if provided free by Florida Rider Ed, you must have a Florida address. You 
can reserve your slot by sending a check to Glen Disbrow PO Box 380571 Murdock Fl 
33938 or contact me in person. The $25.00 will be returned to you when you at the 
start of class. 

TRAINING SEMINARS OCT 15: Chapter FL2-G will host two training seminars at Sun 
Sports,  on Saturday, Oct 15.  The seminars will be “Going, Going, Gone” and 
“Running Hills, Mountains, and Curves.” Presenter will be Dan Thomas. 
 
SANDY AND GARY ARE ON THE ROAD TO WING DING-  Sandy has been good 
enough to share their “on the road” experience with us. Note: Because of the 
number of pictures  & articles I have had to cut some of them from the newsletter. 
All of the articles and pictures are available on our website.. If you would like to see all 
of her articles and pics, you can see them at our website http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/. Look 
in the upper right under “Latest News” 
 

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING SEP 16: 

September 16 was only 34 degrees when we got up this morning. Good thing we are 
getting out of the mountains and heading east because I don't like this temperature. We 
took a drive into Mosca to see what the town looked like and all we found was the fire 
station and about 6 other buildings. I guess it's a pretty small town. You know me, I 
always want to know how a town gets named. In this case the town was named for 
Mosca Pass and Mosca Pass was named for the Spanish explorer Luis de Moscaso 
Alvarado. Wow! 
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We left the campground about 7:30 and our route took us on  Los Caminos Antiguas 
which means the ancient road in English. This road traverses most of the San Luis 
Valley which was settled by the Spanish. There are several old churches on the route 
that brown signs encouraged us to visit. Today we are only traveling to La Junta, 
CO.  This town is pronounced Hunta as the J is pronounced like an H. In English the 
name of the town means The Junction. The reason that it was named that is because 
the main route and the southern route of the Sante  Fe Trail divided here. Today it is 
still a junction as routes 50, 10, 350 and 109 converge here. The town is located on the 
banks of the Arkansas River. Before the Mexican American War this river served as the 
border  between the US and Mexico.  We are staying at the La Junta KOA and it is a 
very nice campground. 
 
The reason that I wanted to come here is because of Bents Old Fort National Historic 
Site. Yes, another stamp for my national park passport book. The Sante Fe Trail was 
primarily a trade route and Charles and William Bent along with their friend Ceran St. 
Vrain wanted to take advantage of the trade and built the fort as a trading post. It was 
built in 1833 and for 16 years was very profitable. They traded with the Indians, the 
settlers and the Mexicans . A lot of the trade was in animal skins such as beaver and 
buffalo hides. By 1849 the game was getting scarce and things were not going well 
along the Mexican border. Also, an epidemic of cholera wiped out a lot of the 
population. The fort  burned down, but we do not know if the Indians set the fire or if 
William burned his own fort down. 
 
The DAR purchased what was left in 1930 but it was not until 1960 that it became part 
of the national park service. Thanks to meticulous notes taken by Lieutenant James 
Albert the exact measurements of the original fort were preserved and in 1975 
reconstruction with  Adobe bricks was begun and completed the following year. We 
toured the fort and took the mile walking path around the fort which took us to the 
banks of the Arkansas River. The pictures below show the fort, our tour and our walk. 
 
The campground had an ice cream social at 7:00 so we went to that because it was only 
50 cents per scoop. Such a deal! 
 
Another wonderful day in the life of the Williams's. 

 

 



 

 

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING Sep 17: First of all, I have to apologize for the fact that 
somehow only two of the five photos I intended to send yesterday actually got sent. All I can say is 
that I must have gremlins in the I pad. The first three pictures below are of the fort we toured. I am 
standing in front, Gary is touring the tower and standing next to the small cannon and then Gary is 
taking a break on our walking trail. 
 
We were up early on September 17 and heading east on route 50. I didn't even make coffee this 
morning because we were stopping in Lamar, CO for breakfast.  In many places route 50 follows the 
Sante Fe Trail and it also goes right through Dodge City, KS. We stopped there for fuel and I really 
wanted to visit the Boot Hill Museum. I was also looking all around for Marshall Dillon of Gunsmoke 
fame. Some of you probably so young you don't know what I'm talking about. When we reached 
Wichita we took route 54 east to our final destination in Iola, KS and the Iola RV and Storage facility. 
This was not the most impressive campground that we have ever stayed in, but it was right off the 
highway, the sites were long enough for us and it only cost $12.50 for the night with my Passport 
America membership. 
 
We were up early again on September 18 and back on route 54 to Nevada, MO where we fueled up. 
We took route 71 south to I 44 and east to Springfield. We got on route 60 outside of Springfield and 
took it all the way to Sikeston, MO which was our final destination. We had reservations at Hinton R 
V campground. The reason that we stopped in Sikeston is because it is home to Lambert's Cafe. This 
restaurant is the home of the throwed roll. Now staying at the campground, the campground manager 
called Lambert's at 5:00 for us and the restaurant shuttle came and picked us up and took us to the 
cafe for dinner. They also took us in through the gift shop entrance and sat us at a table so we avoided 
the hour and a half wait. Such service! Picture four below shows Gary just after he caught his first 
throwed  roll. They are hot and you can smell the yeast. Picture five shows the huge skillet that my 
barbecue ribs came in. Needless to say, we had leftovers for lunch tomorrow. The shuttle took us back 
to the campground and a working TV. 
 
Wonderful day and great food! 



 

 

 
 

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING Sep 17: I received e mails that some of you were very 
familiar with Lambert's Cafe. I did not mention that they have three locations . One is 
in Ozark, MO and another is in Foley, AL and then the third is in Sikeston. We have 
now eaten at all of them and they are all great so if you ever find yourself in the area, 
plan to stop for lunch or dinner. 

 

September 19 we left Sikeston, MO and headed east to Clarksville, TN. Now this was 
not a great travel day because the GPS and I did not agree on the way we should go and 
Gary was caught in the middle and we made a wrong turn that added an extra hour to 
our travel day so not good. We did manage to get set up in our campground which was 
a very nice campground called Clarkesvilke R V park, but we couldn't get the TV to 
work so another reason Gary did not have a good day. We took the car out of the trailer 
and headed to Ft. Donelson which was another site in my national park passport book 
so another opportunity to get a stamp. This fort was very important in the Civil War as 
it was located on the Cumberland River and very important to the South in protecting 
the waterways and the railway in Nashville, TN in order to supply the southern troops 
with war supplies. Gen US Grant was involved in the attack on the fort and it happened 
that Brig Gen Simon Buckner who was the third in command of the fort had been a 
classmate with Grant at West Point and they had actually been good friends. It was 
Buckner who accepted Grants terms of unconditional surrender of the fort. Also, 20 
years after the end of the Civil War Buckner visited Grant and thanked him for the 
humane way he handled the surrender of the southern troops. 

 

The War Department transferred the fort to the National Park Service on August 10, 
1933. It was redesignated as a national battlefield in 1985. We started our visit at the 
visitor center, but it was actually the Stewart County Visitor Center as the NPS center is 
being refurbished so there was a little confusion in finding the center. We watched the 
15 minute video. There is also a driving tour that encompasses the fort, the battlefield, 



the national cemetery, the Confederate Monument and the Dover Hotel. The Dover 
Hotel is where the actual surrender of the fort occurred. 

 

We stopped at the Hometown Diner in Dover for dinner and split the Big E which is a 
one pound hamburger favored by Eric ( thus the big E). 

 

We left the campground about 7:00 on September 20 and kept heading east. Today we 
were driving on highways all day and started on I 24 toward Nashville. Just before the 
city there was an accident so the traffic backed up quickly and we lost a half hour in the 
slow up. We got on I 40 in Nashville and stayed on that highway until we got to 
Asheville, N C. This is really a very pretty highway but very heavily travelled by trucks. 
We got to our daughter, Heather's, house about 4:30 and got set up. From the time we 
left Michaels driveway until we pulled into Heathers driveway we travelled 5,500 miles. 
Quite a trip and many wonderful experiences 

 

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING SEP 20:  First of all, I have to apologize for the fact that 
somehow only two of the five photos I intended to send yesterday actually got sent. All I can say is 
that I must have gremlins in the I pad. The first three pictures below are of the fort we toured. I am 
standing in front, Gary is touring the tower and standing next to the small cannon and then Gary is 
taking a break on our walking trail. 

 

We were up early on September 17 and heading east on route 50. I didn't even make coffee this 
morning because we were stopping in Lamar, CO for breakfast.  In many places route 50 follows the 
Sante Fe Trail and it also goes right through Dodge City, KS. We stopped there for fuel and I really 
wanted to visit the Boot Hill Museum. I was also looking all around for Marshall Dillon of Gunsmoke 
fame. Some of you probably so young you don't know what I'm talking about. When we reached 
Wichita we took route 54 east to our final destination in Iola, KS and the Iola RV and Storage facility. 
This was not the most impressive campground that we have ever stayed in, but it was right off the 
highway, the sites were long enough for us and it only cost $12.50 for the night with my Passport 
America membership. 

 

We were up early again on September 18 and back on route 54 to Nevada, MO where we fueled up. 
We took route 71 south to I 44 and east to Springfield. We got on route 60 outside of Springfield and 
took it all the way to Sikeston, MO which was our final destination. We had reservations at Hinton R 
V campground. The reason that we stopped in Sikeston is because it is home to Lambert's Cafe. This 
restaurant is the home of the throwed roll. Now staying at the campground, the campground manager 
called Lambert's at 5:00 for us and the restaurant shuttle came and picked us up and took us to the 
cafe for dinner. They also took us in through the gift shop entrance and sat us at a table so we avoided 
the hour and a half wait. Such service! Picture four below shows Gary just after he caught his first 
throwed  roll. They are hot and you can smell the yeast. Picture five shows the huge skillet that my 
barbecue ribs came in. Needless to say, we had leftovers for lunch tomorrow. The shuttle took us back 
to the campground and a working TV. 
 

 
THE END 



 

CHAPTER GATHERING: 

Our next Chapter Gathering 

will be held at the Olympia 

Restaurant 3245 Tamiami 

Trail, Port Charlotte. Breakfast 

will be at 8am. There will be a 

SHORT update meeting, then 

we have 2 options for after 

meeting rides 

.          RIDE SAFE- RIDE AWARE          

 

 

 
 

WINGTOBERFEST: Chapter FL2-A hosts on October 8 11AM to 230PM in Lake 
Harbor Fl- see our Website for more details (flyer is at end of the newsletter) 

TRAINING SEMINARS:  Training Seminars “Going, Going, Gone” and “Riding Hills, 
Mountains, and Curves” will be presented by Dan Thomas Chapter FL2-G at Sun 
Sports on Oct 15. (Time will be announced) 

FL2-G PANCAKE BREAKFAST:  October 22, 10 am At Sun Sports in Fort Myers 

REGION A RALLY:  Oct 27-29, Lakepoint Resort Lodge, Eufalla Al 

WING DING 39:  Wing Ding 39  will be held in Grapevine, Texas Aug 27 to Sep 2, 
2019. Go to wing-ding.org/39 for more information. 
 

WINGERS AND WAVES:  Cruise to Nassau, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and 

St Marteen 7 nights Jan 22, 2017. Only$1081 per person. See details at  

http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html. 

Some of our members are defiantly going on this cruise. 
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OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS

 

 
GUESTS:  Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How 
else could you decide if you want to continue to participate?  You can join by contacting 
me, printing out the form on the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.  
You don’t have to own a Gold Wing to belong.   
 
CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and  phone is 206-396-0848.  My address is PO Box 

380571 Murdock, Fl 33938.   

You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving information from and 

about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you wish to be removed from the email list send 

an email to glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will remove 

your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for Chapter business and is not given 

to anyone else for any reason 

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/


CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES:  Changes to the weekly rides may happen 

from time to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website 

for the most up to date information 

WHATS GOING ON.  

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car.. we don’t 

care- just be there! 

Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday  Oct 5 * -Ride to Olympic Restaurant in Avon Park.  We 
will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 
AM.  
 
Chapter Team Meeting: Oct 6, at 7 PM held at 1435 Salyers St. Port Charlotte. Meeting 
is primarily for Chapter Officers but all are welcome to attend. 
 
CHAPTER GATHERING Oct 8:  Chapter Gathering at Olympia Restaurant 3245 
Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte. Breakfast at 8 AM – short social meeting at 9 AM. 
 
After Meeting Ride:  Ride to  Chapter FL2-A Wingtoberfest in Lake Harbor, Fl. We will 
ride over with members of FL2-G. Weather Permitting. Meet in the parking lot 
after the Chapter Gathering 
 
Alternate After Meeting Ride: There will be an alternate After Meeting Ride to the 
White Elephant in Englewood. Meet in Parking lot after the Gathering. 
 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday  Oct 12 * -Ride to Foyer’s in LaBelle.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM.  
 
Saturday Ride. *Saturday Oct 15 * - Ride to Casa Tequila in Lake Placid.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM. 
 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday  Oct 19 * -Ride to City Park Restaurant, Anna Marie 
Island.  We will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade 
Shopping Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride 
leaves at 10 AM.  
 
Saturday Ride. *Saturday Oct 22* - Ride to Fort Myers Pancake Brunch at Sun Sports 
in Fort Myers.  We will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland 
Promenade Shopping Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 
9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM. 
 



 

 



 


