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FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE  

Sep 12 , 2016 

GRACE WELLS: 

It is with great sadness that I advise you of the passing of Grace Wells wife of Gerry 
Wells long time Chapter Directors of FL1H Daytona.  Grace passed away yesterday 
while out on a ride.  

Grace Wells will be cremated, there will be no public service, however there is to be a 
public viewing on Wednesday the 14th of September from 5 PM to 9PM at Settle -
Wilder Funeral Home 406 S. Orange St., New Smyrna Beach, Fl. 32168.  The wearing 
of Chapter and GWRRA colors would be appreciated. 
Any questions please contact Harry Anderson, flaadd@yahoo.com. 
 

ATTENTION GWRRA MEMBERS:   
 2016 Gold Book updates are due by Monday, November 2nd. If you would like to 
update your Gold Book Information go to http://www.gwrra.org/2016-GB-
postcard.png  .Print out the card and mail it to:  
 

Mail: 21423 N. 11th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85027 USA 
Email: memberservices@gwrra.org 
Phone: 800-843-9460 / 623-581-2500 
Manage My Record: membership.gwrra.org 
Website: gwrra.org/contact.html 
Online Chat: gwrra.org/livechat.html 
Fax: 877-348-9416 

If you have questions Call Member Services at 800-843-9460. 

 If you have more than one address, Please call and create a “Gold Book” 
Address 
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ATTENTION! ATTENTION!! NEW RIDE MEETING LOCATION:   
We will be trying out a new ride meeting location this coming Saturday, September 17. 
We will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 7:30 AM Ride leaves at 
8AM.  

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

SANDY AND GARY ARE ON THE ROAD TO WING DING-  Sandy has been good 
enough to share their “on the road” experience with us. Note: Because of the 
number of pictures  & articles I have had to cut some of them from the newsletter. 
All of the articles and pictures are available on our website.. If you would like to see all 
of her articles and pics, you can see them at our website http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/. Look 
in the upper right under “Latest News” 
 
ON THE ROAD TO WING DING Aug 29: 
We left Red Lodge about 8:00 and headed to Billings on Monday August 29. We are heading to our 
campground at the fairgrounds at the MetraPark where the Rimrock Auto Arena complex is located. 
Gary wanted to head  for the truck wash as the motorhome was so dirty you couldn't even tell what 
color it was. We had planned on meeting our friends Dick & Sandy and Hank & Judy at the 
campground at 12:00 so we could camp together for the week. We are packed in like sardines as you 
can see from the bottom two photos. We are so close to Dick & Sandy that we didn't even put out our 
awning. There were two other couples with Hank & Judy so we all sat around talking about our travels 
to date and about 5:00 we rode to Jakes in downtown Billings for dinner. Great baby back ribs! We 

http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/


then walked down the block to the Big Dipper for an ice cream cone. Really good ice cream. Back to 
the campground where I did some 

 
ON THE ROAD TO WING DING Aug 30: August 30 is the day when those of us who are pre 

registered for Wing Ding can go and pick up our packets at noon time and then the city of Billings is 
giving us a Welcome to Wing Ding dinner in town tonight. That meant we had plenty of time to go to 
the grocery store and take care of our grocery list that had been accumulating and catch up on the 
laundry. 
 
At noon time we walked en masse from the campground to the Registration building and got our 
pocket Wing Ding schedule with our registration packet so we could decide what activities we were 
going to take in and what time we had to arrive for those activities. We are lucky living in Florida that 
the GWRRA rider education program is so good that we do not have to take any seminars at Wing 
Ding. We can focus on taking rides and spending money at the many vendors who are selling 
motorcycle related items or lights, chrome etc for the bike. I did purchase the daily 50/50 tickets and 
am sure that I will be a lucky winner. We also checked out the GWRRA booth to see what Wing Ding 
tee shirt I might not be able to live without. 
 
We left the campground about 5:30 to head to downtown Billings where they had reserved a special 
parking lot for us and the city had blocked off several of the streets for our welcome party. The buffet 
dinner began at 6:00 and we had the usual cole slaw and fresh fruit, but we also had buffalo chicken 
sliders as well as pulled pork sliders and let's not forget the buffalo chili. There were lots of jalapeños 
available for those guests that wanted to add a little spice to their life. If you weren't into buffalo meat 
you could have vegetarian chili, but I noticed that that dish was still full. They also had an ice cream 
truck with home made ice cream and you could have gotten in line more than once if you had the 
patience to do so. I refrained however. The pictures below show our group standing in the buffet line 
waiting to fill their plates. 
 
While we were enjoying our ice cream we were entertained by some of the local Natives who 
performed some of their tribal dances for us. The last four pictures show some of the dances that were 
performed for us. The performers had beautiful regalia on.  There was also a show at 8:00 in the 
auditorium. The group was called Cold Hard Cash and performed the songs of Johnny Cash. We had a 
really nice time and thank the city of Billings for such a warm welcome. 
 
A great way to start our stay and another wonderful day. 
 

     
 



 



ON THE ROAD TO WING DING AUG 31: 

August 31 is the second day we have gone into the rally site, but it is the official first day of the event. 
Opening ceremonies began at 8:00 so Hank, Dick and I left the campground at 7:30 to head up. Our 
Chapter Director in NH received the International Chapter Director of the year for 2016 to 2017. I 
called him to congratulate him after the ceremony concluded. The couple that Bruce & Lynda and 
Hank and Gary & I had  met on the Cabot Trail was also there representing Italy in the Couple of the 
Year competition. They received the award for the overseas couple of the year so we were able to see 
them after the ceremony to congratulate them and I also had patches from our NH Chapter to present 
to them as Allesandro had sent us patches from Italy. 
The first picture below shows a horse drawn wagon that came into opening ceremonies to welcome us 
to Billings. The second picture is Hank, Allesandro, Mariasa and myself after the ceremony. 
 
The indoor trade show with all of the vendors opened at 9:00 and Gary was there for the opening so I 
met him there. Picture three shows the registration area and the GWRRA booth with all of the rally 
shirts. Picture four is the table selling the daily 50/50 tickets which I purchased every day. The 50/50 
for each day was around $2,000 so worth trying to win. Mike & Tammy and Jeff & Amy were coming 
in from Red Lodge to join us. They were expected about 10:00, but just about 10:00 I got a text from 
Tammy saying that they had just had a blowout on the highway right at exit 45, the exit that they were 
going to take to meet us. I called them right back to find out if they were O K and God  was certainly 
looking out for them because it was a rear tire that blew and caused the bike to go from the right exit 
lane across the highway to the median strip and at that point in time there was no traffic. 
Dick  volunteered to take his truck and pull Gary's trailer to go pick them up. By the time they arrived 
at the exit, Mike had reached a tire dealer that was willing to put the tire on. A trike has a car tire on 
the back, but some tire dealers are reluctant to work on the trikes. They arrived at Wing Ding for 
lunch so we toured the outside lunch trucks to see what venue appealed to us. The fifth picture below 
shows the entertainment we had while eating lunch. 
 
We went to the Montana Brew Pub fir dinner before the "kids" headed back to Red Lodge.  The light 
show was at 8:30 and all of us except Gary opted to take a ride over to the show area. I am afraid the I 
pad does not do well with night shots of lights. 
 

 

 

 



ON THE ROAD TO WING DING Sep 1: September 1 was Mike & Tammy' s and Jeff & Amy's 
last full day with us so I gave them the option of deciding where and how long they wanted to ride the 
bikes that day. Dick & Sandy joined us and we took two of the self guided poker  runs and I put them 
together. The first was called the Buffalo Trail and we went on back roads from Billings to Laurel 
where we took old highway 10 which followed Interstate 90 to Columbus. We then followed the 
Columbus to Belfry poker run and took scenic route 78 to Roscoe where we again had lunch at the 
Grizzly Bar. The "kids" met us there as they had spent the morning getting packed up. After lunch we 
rode into Red Lodge where we walked up and down the Main St and visited some of the gift shops. We 
took 308 east to route 72 and then 310 into Billings. Mike followed us as he was leaving his bike at the 
rally so that one of the pinstripers,  Sue Hoppner, could put a mural on the front. He drive our car 
back to Red Lodge. 
 
It was a good day, but I didn't take any pictures. 

 

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING Sep 2: Friday , September 2 , was the day that Mike & 
Tammy and Jeff & Amy had to leave and head back to NH. Mike planned to stop in 
Billings about 9:00 to pick up his bike so Gary and I planned on getting into the rally 
at 9:00 so we could see how the mural turned out. We also wanted to say goodbye to 
everyone and I needed my hugs and kisses because we might not see each other again 
until next June. Picture one below shows how well the mural looks. Picture two is us 
saying goodbye before they get in the truck to head out. 
 
Gary and I decided to take one more trip around the vendors and I needed to check my 
50/50 tickets. Not a winner again. We also checked to see if we won one of the daily 
door prize tickets. Not a winner again! The rally was a lot less crowded today so we had 
a good time talking with all of the vendors. We were there at lunch time, so we went out 
to the food trucks again to see what appealed to us today. Picture three shows Gary 
reading the menu on one of the trucks. The only problem with eating outside at the 
rally site were the flies that immediately attacked you. The site is also used as a 
fairgrounds with many animals onsite and we found out they had an event just before 
we arrived. The flies did not seem to realize we were not farm animals. 
 
Tonight is the barbecue dinner sponsored by J & M audio. We have tickets for the 
dinner which means we will also be there for the entertainment. Picture four below 
shows us at dinner. First there is Judy in the blue with Hank across the table then 
Sandy and Dick and Gary across the table from Dick. They were selling tickets for raffle 
prizes donated by J & M. The top raffle prize was two new helmets with the audio 
system installed. This prize had a value of over $1,000. All proceeds from the raffle 
were going to the Ronald McDonald house in Billings. The entertainment for the 
evening was Killer Keyz who took requests for songs to be sung and accompanied on 
the piano. If anyone in the audience had a request, it had to be accompanied by money. 
If anyone in the audience wanted the song to be stopped, they also had to provide 
money with the request.  It was a great night and a check for over $6,000 was given to 
the Ronald McDonald House 



   

 

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING SEP 3:  Saturday September 3 was the final day of Wing Ding 
and we were up early to head to the staging area for the Grand Parade. It was just Dick and Gary & me 
that opted to do this. Hank & Judy and the two couples with them opted to head out for Yellowstone 
instead of doing the last day festivities. It was a good parade and we found out later that 500 bikes 
participated. Picture one below shows some of the bikes lined up to leave the parking lot. I thought it 
looked like more than 500, but what do I know. 
 
We had a couple of hours between the parade and Gary's Master lunch so we went back to the rally 
site and the vendors. Again I did not win the 50/50 drawing yesterday, but GWRRA was having a big 
sale on all of the clothing that had Wing Ding 38, Billings on them so of course I had to buy another 
tee shirt. We went to the Billings Hotel and Convention Center for a wonderful sit down lunch. The 
Masters lunch is recognition for all of the Gold Wing members who have attained Level 4 in the safety 
program.  Level one in the program is basically that you agree to ride safe. Level 2 is taking a co rider 
seminar and a first aid and car course. Level three us taking the motorist awareness course plus other 
classes such as Road Captain, Hot Weather Riding plus we took the Experienced Ruder Course for the 
Trikes. One you  have attained Level 3, you must wait a year before being recommended to be a level 
4. You must also agree to wear all the gear all the time which means helmet, over the ankle shoes, 
jeans and long sleeve shirt but preferably a jacket and gloves. The second picture shows some of the 
people at our lunch. 
 
After lunch it's back to the campground until 3:00 when Dick & Sandy and I head to the arena and 
closing ceremonies. The third picture shows Dick & Sandy waiting for the festivities to begin. Closing 
ceremonies is where the Grand 50/50 drawing and the bike drawing are held as well as many other 
prizes and you must be present to win. We patiently sat with tickets in hand as well as the number 
from our arm band as it was our arm band that was used to draw the winning number for  the Bushtec 
trailer, the Neosha Trailer and a set of Arai helmets with intercoms. Needless to say, the three of us 
did not have to jump up and down and run up to the stage to claim our prize.  Next year Wing Ding 
will be in Grapevine, Texas and we already have reservations at a campground and we filled out our 
registration form for GWRRA so we could save $5.00 off of each of our registrations and we each 
receive a free tee shirt. 
 
I knew my friend Liz Dane was in Montana and we were going to see if our paths crossed and I 
received a text from her just as the ceremonies ended that she was in Billings for the night and 
wondered if we could get together for dinner. We decided to meet at the Montana Brew Pub as we 
enjoyed our meal there a few days before very much. We also invited Dick & Sandy to join us. Imagine 
my surprise when my friend Jan Orff was there with Liz. I thought Liz was traveling with her husband 



but this time it was the "girls" doing a road trip. Picture four below is all of us at dinner. There is 
Sandy, Dick, Gary, Jan, me and Liz. After dinner we told Liz and Jan we had to walk down the street 
to the Big Dipper for ice cream and picture five shows us enjoying dessert. 
 

 
 



ON THE ROAD TO WING DING SEP 4:  Sunday September 4 was scheduled to be our last day 

in Billings. Originally, the Wing Ding was going to end today and when the dates for Wing Ding 
changed, I did not change my reservations at the campground because I figured we would just take 
the bike for a ride somewhere. I had a wonderful ride planned for the four of us to do today, but we 
awoke to rain. We also have lots of standing water and mud. We caught a break mid morning when 
the rain let up a little so Gary put our bike in the trailer all ready to leave in the morning. I decided to 
catch up on the laundry and then the four of us went out to lunch and then a quick trip to Wal Mart. 
We said our goodbyes and will see each other in Florida as Dick & Sandy now live full time in Big Tree 
in Arcadia. 
 
We were up early on September 5 and hooked the trailer to the motorhome, put the car in the trailer 
and were on the road by 7:30. This is primarily a travel day with our destination being the Longhorn 
Ranch RV Resort. We were on secondary roads and finally saw the sun when we reached 
Wyoming.  We had 5 mule deer stop right on the side of the road and Gary almost stopped waiting to 
see which way they were going to go. We also saw some ring necked pheasants and several groups of 
antelope. Not enough antelope that I would refer to them as a herd as there were only 4 or 5 in a 
group. There were no truck stops on our route, but when we got to  Riverton, WY there was a parking 
lot in a shopping mall right across the street from the Trailhead Restaurant so we stopped for lunch. 
The parking lot was probably empty because the City Hall was the focal point and it was closed on 
Labor Day. This was a small family restaurant featuring home made soups and desserts. We opted for 
the brisket noodle soup and it was delicious. Back on the road to our final destination in 
Dubois.  Dubois is a small town on the Wind River at an elevation of 6,900 feet. In 1886 , the  settlers 
petitioned the US Postal Service to name their post office Neversweat due to the area's dry climate. 
The federal government named it Dubois after an Idaho Senator. Our elevation is so high because we 
have the Wind River Mountains south of us and the Abaroka Mountains to the north of us. 
 
Our campground is very nice and located on the Wind River. It only took three attempts to get the 
motorhome in the right place so the satellite dish could pick up a signal through an opening in the 
trees. Picture one shows Gary standing on the banks of the Wind River. I took the picture when we 
went for a walk around the campground. Picture two shows our motorhome and car parked on our 
huge site. The site has to be at least 100 feet long and 20 feet wide. 

 
 

 

 



CHAPTER GATHERINGS ARE SUSPENDED FOR THE SUMMER:  The Chapter 
Gathering scheduled for September 9th is cancelled due to so many folks traveling back 
from Wing Ding. Our next scheduled meeting will take place October 8th at the 
Olympia Restaurant, 3245 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte. There will be a breakfast 
social gathering starting at  8AM, a short update meeting at 9AM and then meeti in the 
parking lot for an after meeting ride.   

 

 

CHAPTER TEAM MEETING: 

Our Chapter Team Meetings have 

been suspended for the summer 

because so many of you decided to 

hit the road this year. All other 

Chapter activities will still take 

place as usual. In the meantime.          

RIDE SAFE- RIDE AWARE 

 

 

 
WING DING 39:  Wing Ding 39  will be held in Grapevine, Texas Aug 27 to Sep 2, 
2019. Go to wing-ding.org/39 for more information. 
 

WINGERS AND WAVES:  Cruise to Nassau, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and 

St Marteen 7 nights Jan 22, 2017. Only$1081 per person. See details at  

http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html. 

Some of our members are defiantly going on this cruise. 

FL2-G PANCAKE BREAKFAST:  October 22, 10 am At Sun Sports in Fort Myers 

REGION A RALLY:  Oct 27-29, Lakepoint Resort Lodge, Eufalla Al 
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OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS

 

 
GUESTS:  Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How 
else could you decide if you want to continue to participate?  You can join by contacting 
me, printing out the form on the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.  
You don’t have to own a Gold Wing to belong.   
 
CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and  phone is 206-396-0848.  My address is PO Box 

380571 Murdock, Fl 33938.   

You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving information from and 

about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you wish to be removed from the email list send 

an email to glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will remove 

your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for Chapter business and is not given 

to anyone else for any reason 

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/


CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES:  Changes to the weekly rides may happen 

from time to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website 

for the most up to date information 

WHATS GOING ON.  

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car.. we don’t 

care- just be there! 

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  Sep 14* -Ride to Wheelers Café in 

Arcadia.  Meet at Burger King 730AM Kick Stands Up at 8AM.  

Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday Sep 17* - Nicola’s Family Restaurant in Wauchula.  
We will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 7:30 AM Ride leaves at 
8AM.  
 
Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  Sep 21* -Ride to Bob Evans in Murdock.  We 
will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 7:30 AM Ride leaves at 
8AM.  
 
Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday Sep 24* - Ride to Eleana’s in Punta Gorda.  We will 
meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 
24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 7:30 AM Ride leaves at 8AM.  
 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO SELL?:  Have a spare Gold Wing 

laying around the garage you’d like to get rid of ?? or maybe parts, accessories, clothing 

or whatever. (?)   Take some pics, write up a description and what you want for it. We 

will get it in the news letter for you and we can also get it on our website, if you would 

like. Just send the info to my email glen.disbrow@gmail.com .We will also be having a 

Classified Ads section in our newsletter. 
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