
 
GWRRA CHAPTER FL2-F, GULF COAST WINGS  

PUNTA GORDA, FL   

FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE  

Sep 20, 2016 

ATTENTION! ATTENTION!! NEW RIDE MEETING LOCATION: 
 
Until further notice, We will be using a new ride meeting location. 
 
We will meet behind the McDonald’s in the parking lot at the Peachland Promenade 
Shopping Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. (instead of Burger King) 
Check out the web site for more info. 
 
This is a McDonald’s. I am pretty sure that if you are a Gold Wing Rider, you can find 
any McDonald’s on demand.  If not, you will have to turn in your red spoon. 
 

 



RIDE MEETING HOURS CHANGE OCT 1: Starting Saturday October 1 we will be 
reverting to our lunch ride schedule. We will meet behind the McDonald’s at 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte at 930 AM. We will leave the parking lot at 10 AM. 
Since the weather should start cooling off a little our rides will be a little longer and we 
will be going to all your favorite lunch hangouts. 

 

 

 
 
CHAPTER GATHERING :  Our next Chapter Gathering will be OCT 8,  8 am Breakfast, 
meeting at 9 AM. There will be an after meeting ride to Wingtoberfest in Lake Harbor 
or an alternate ride to the White Elephant in Englewood. Meet in parking lot after 
meeting. (See the Wingtoberfest flyer at the end of the newsletter) 
 
CHAPTER TEAM MEETING: There will be a Chapter Team meeting Thurs Oct 6 at 
7 PM at Glen’s house 1435 Salyer St Port Charlotte. All are welcome to attend. 

 



BOOZE AND BIKES DON’T MIX:  Pete Siford and Lori Gavin, our Assistant Chapter 
Educators want you to know- 
 

 •  At a Blood/Alcohol Concentration (BAC) of 0.01 to 0.04%, judgment begins to lessen, the 
drinker is less critical of their own actions, reaction time is slowed, and indications of mental 
relaxation may appear. 
 
 • At a BAC of 0.05 to 0.07%, judgment is not sound, thinking and reasoning powers are not 
clear, and the ability to perform complex skills is lessened. 
 
 •  At a BAC of 0.08% or above, judgment and reasoning powers are severely hampered, and 
the individual cannot complete common simple tasks without error. Proof: Statistics From 
Recent Studies (by NHTSA, Florida, Kentucky, and Australia)  
 
• Having any alcohol in one’s body increases the chance of crashing by five times.  
 
• Having a BAC greater than 0.05% increases the risk of crashing about forty-
fold.  
 
• 46 percent of all motorcyclists killed in crashes were using alcohol.  
 
• One fourth of all fatal alcohol-related motorcycle crashes involve motorcyclists running off 
the road, overturning, or falling from the motorcycle rather than striking another object. 
Explanation: Alcohol Affects Your Ability To “SEE” SEE is the acronym for MSF’s strategy to 
help motorcycle riders maintain a safety margin as well as remain ready and able to respond 
properly to traffic situations. SEE stands for:  
 
• Search for hazards that might lead to trouble. 
 
 • Evaluate how the hazards might interact to create risk; prioritize multiple hazards to deal 
with one at a time. 
 
 • Execute an action to maintain a margin of safety. 
 
 Alcohol affects these three human elements of safe motorcycle operation by impairing your 
vision (Search), judgment/decision-making ability (Evaluate), and coordination/reaction time 
(Execute). 
 
 Recommendation: Plan Ahead  
 
• Riders should never mix alcohol with riding. Even low, legal limits of BAC increase 
your risk while riding a motorcycle.  
 
• Riders who are away from home and decide to drink should either (1) wait until their BAC 
has returned to zero before riding, even if it means staying overnight, or (2) leave the 
motorcycle in a secure location and find alternate transportation home.  

 



 



BRAD MOHR, MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT COORDINATOR SAYS RIDING 
SEASON IS ALMOST HERE – WE NEED YOUR INPUT 
 
Before long, the horde of Snowbird Wingers will return.   Before then, we need your 
input to maximize our riding and social opportunities during the season.  That means 
we are planning now for our normal twice weekly rides/lunches, locking in speakers for 
our “Bike Talks” program at our Gatherings, identifying overnight ride locations, 
establishing ride/seminar training dates, lining up sponsors, maintaining the website, 
planning recruitment opportunities, providing access to Chapter gear, and determining 
what other membership enhancing activities that our riders might enjoy (picnics, 
special rides, socials, etc.).  It takes a lot of work to make all of this happen and we have 
few active local members that volunteer their time.  We don’t want to waste manpower 
planning for things that our riders don’t like.  Contact either myself or Glen with your 
thoughts.  We need your input and help now to plan for an awesome season!   

ATTENTION GWRRA MEMBERS- GOLD BOOK:   
 2016 Gold Book updates are due by Monday, November 2nd. If you would like to 
update your Gold Book Information go to http://www.gwrra.org/2016-GB-
postcard.png  .Print out the card and mail it to:  

Mail: 21423 N. 11th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85027 USA 
Email: memberservices@gwrra.org 
Phone: 800-843-9460 / 623-581-2500 
Manage My Record: membership.gwrra.org 
Website: gwrra.org/contact.html 
Online Chat: gwrra.org/livechat.html 
Fax: 877-348-9416 

If you have questions Call Member Services at 800-843-9460. If you have more 
than one address, Please call and create a “Gold Book” Address 

FREE TRC AND PANCAKE BREAKFAST (NOT FREE) NOV 5:  There will be a Trike 
Rider Course held in the parking lot of United Methodist Church 21075 Quesada Ave in 
Port Charlotte Saturday Nov 5. There will be a classroom portion and a range portion. 
The Church is having a Pancake Breakfast that morning. We have attended the pancake 
breakfast in the past and it was great! Slots are limited so get your slot reserved NOW! 
This course if provided free by Florida Rider Ed, you must have a Florida address. You 
can reserve your slot by sending a check to Glen Disbrow PO Box 380571 Murdock Fl 
33938 or contact me in person. The $25.00 will be returned to you when you at the 
start of class. 

TRAINING SEMINARS OCT 15: Chapter FL2-G will host two training seminars at Sun 
Sports,  on Saturday, Oct 15.  The seminars will be “Going, Going, Gone” and “Running 
Hills, Mountains, and Curves.” Presenter will be Dan Thomas. 
 

http://www.gwrra.org/2016-GB-postcard.png%20%20.Print%20out%20the%20card%20and%20mail%20it%20to:
http://www.gwrra.org/2016-GB-postcard.png%20%20.Print%20out%20the%20card%20and%20mail%20it%20to:
http://membership.gwrra.org/
http://gwrra.org/contact.html
http://www.gwrra.org/livechat.html


SANDY AND GARY ARE ON THE ROAD TO WING DING-  Sandy has been good 
enough to share their “on the road” experience with us. Note: Because of the 
number of pictures  & articles I have had to cut some of them from the newsletter. 
All of the articles and pictures are available on our website.. If you would like to see all 
of her articles and pics, you can see them at our website http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/. Look 
in the upper right under “Latest News” 
 

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING SEP 6: 

Again we awoke on September 6 to cold temps at 36 degrees. I wanted to take the bike into 
the park, but at 9:00 it was still only 40 degrees so I wimped out and we took the car. The 
park was established in 1929 but only encompassed the central peaks of the Teton range and a 
half dozen lakes at the base of the mountain. John D Rockefeller was concerned that the land 
surrounding the park would be developed so he bought up most of the land surrounding the 
Jackson Hole area to donate to the government. It wasn't until 1943 that he was able to get the 
government to accept his gift of 32,000 additional acres which then joined the Yellowstone 
National Park with Grand Teton National Park. The highway between the two parks is called 
the John D Rockefeller Memorial Highway in his memory. 
Our senior pass worked at the Moran entrance to the park and saved us the $25.00 fee. We 
headed to the Colter Bay Visitor Center where I got my stamps for my National Park Passport 
book. Since it was after Labor Day they were on the winter schedule so they had ranger 
programs throughout the day, but no video program. We were going to go north to Flagg 
Ranch, but they closed early due to the forest fires in the area so we headed south and stopped 
at the Jackson Lake Dam for a photo op. The first picture below is Jackson Lake with the 
mountains in the background. I had a hard time selecting pictures today as we must have 
taken hundreds. Pictures also do not do justice to the beautiful scenery that we were seeing. 
We continued south and took the 5 mile road to the top of Signal Mountain. The second 
picture shows me one one of the paths at the top of the mountain. Back on the road and a stop 
at Jenny Lake Lodge for lunch. Great food but you need to see the mountains instead of us 
eating so no pictures of lunch. The third photo is Jenny Lake with the mountains in the 
background. We stopped at the Jenny Lake Visitor Center which was under construction and 
actually located in a temporary building. I got my stamp and left. 
Our next stop was the Chapel of the Transfiguration which is an Episcopal church that still 
holds Sunday services throughout the summer. What a beautiful location for a church as you 
can see from the fourth picture. This stop was also the stop for Menors Ferry Historic   
District. We took the loop walk and found the old general store that has jams, jellies and snack 
items for sale. I had planned on taking the ferry across the Snake River, but it wasn't running 
because the river was too low. Then on to the Maud Noble house where the meeting was held 
in 1923 that began the planning to form Grand Teton National Park. We are still heading 
south to the Craig Thomas Visitor Center and another stamp.  We continued on to Moose 
Junction where we headed north. We stopped at the Teton Point lookout and the last picture 
is Grand Teton in the middle. What a view! 
We continued north to Moran with a siting of a herd of buffalo just before we left the park. 
The loop that we made in the park is 43 miles long. During our trip today we crossed the 
Continental Divide and we had a wonderful time doing so. 
 

http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/


 

 

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING Sep 7: On September 7 we were awoken early by the phone 
ringing at 5:30 in the morning. Heather had made a mistake in how the 2 hour time difference 
worked. She thought if it was 7:30 in Greenville, SC then it was 9:30 in Dubois. WRONG! By the time 
we were done talking I was wide awake and checked the temp to find out it was only 40 degrees. 
 
As most of you know by now, when I travel to a destination I try and get a little history of the area and 
try and learn how a place got its name. I researched the Grand Tetons and several sources were 
referenced and I wasn't sure if I was going to share my findings, but you are all adults, so here goes. 
One source said the mountain was named after the Teton Sioux tribe of Native Americans.  Several 
other references say that Grand Teton in French means large treat and the early French fur trappers 
referred to the mountains as "Les Trois Tetons" or the three breasts. The last picture that I sent 
yesterday shows the three mountains that the trappers referenced. 
 
Oh well, on to today's adventures. We decided to tour all of the attractions in Dubois. We began at the 
local cafe for breakfast. After all, by 8:00 it felt like our day was half over. We also had to visit the local 
grocery store . To get to the grocery store, we had to go by the local Exxon station and they had a big 
sign out front that stated they had the largest jackalope  in the state inside so of course we had to stop. 
The first picture below shows me on the jackalope. Jackalopes seem to be native to Wyoming. 
 
We now had to find the hardware store. Imagine my surprise when I googled it and NAPA Auto Store 
came up. Well, the hardware store and NAPA share a building so Google was right. There are only 971 
residents in Dubois, so I guess they have to share space. 
 
Now we decided to visit the Dubois Fish Hatchery as that is supposed to be a big tourist attraction. 
The hatchery was originally built in the early 1930's but abandoned in 1937 and a new facility was 
built in 1940 in the Whiskey Basin area near the winter home to the Bighorn Sheep herd. The 
hatchery is small, but raises 4 strains of rainbow trout as well as Yellowstone and Snake River 
cutthroat. One of the strains of trout spawns in the fall instead of the spring. They raise about 
260,000 fish each year. Pictures two and three show our visit to the hatchery.  We went back to the 
motorhome for lunch and Gary's nap. 
 
When Gary awoke we headed to the Bighorn Sheep Interpretive Center. We began our visit with a 20 
minute video which covered a year in the life of a Bighorn Sheep. The babies are cute frolicking in the 
meadow. I mentioned that the fish hatchery was next to the sheeps winter ground and it seems that 
this herd of sheep is one of the largest herds in the area. Before the white settlers arrived, the 



Shoshone or Sheep Eater Indians lived in the area. They made their bows from the horns of the sheep 
. They boiled the horn until it became pliable enough to shape into a bow. This bow was very strong 
and they could easily kill a buffalo with an arrow shot from their bows. Picture four and five show our 
visit to the center. 
 
The Dubois Museum was right next  door so we walked over. The museum was founded in 1976 to 
preserve the heritage of Dubois. They have relocated and restored some of the buildings in Dubois. 
We began our tour in the old schoolhouse, then on to Swans Filling Station, the headquarters of the 
Forest Rangers, an old settlers cabin and finally the Hack House. The last building was home to the 
loggers who cut down the trees and hacked out the ties used by the railroad. 
 
We had now had such an exciting afternoon that we needed to stop at the Perch Coffee House for a 
cup of coffee and a home made brownie. Another great day . 

 

 
 

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING Sep 8: September 8 was our last day in Dubois and 
again the temp was 40 degrees and we still have not seen a Bighorn Sheep. At the 
Bighorn Center yesterday, we were given a map of a road we could take that could 
possibly provide a sheep siting. It was down a dirt road for 8 miles. The lady at the 
center said she had seen 15 sheep in that area on her way to work. You all know how 
Gary likes dirt roads, but we decided to make the trip anyway. It was a beautiful if 
unproductive ride. The first two pictures show two of the three lakes we went by. 
 
We went back to the motorhome and after Gary's afternoon nap we headed to the local 
car wash. We were able to remove all evidence of our trek on the dirt road this 
morning. We decided to have an early dinner at the Cowboy Cafe. They advertised 
home cooked meals. We decided to split the chicken fried steak which was huge even 
after it was split. They also put sautéed mushrooms and Swiss cheese on top and then 
the gravy on top of that. Delicious but I don't want to know how many calories. I guess 
I must also confess that we had a piece of home made blueberry rhubarb pie warmed 
with ice cream on top. What a way to end our stay in Dubois! Picture three below shows 
Gary and our dinner 



 

 

 

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING SEP 9:  September 9 dawned bright and sunny, but again the 
temp was only 40 degrees. It didn't really matter though because it was only going to be a travel day. 
Our final destination today is Estes Park, Colorado. Our route took us primarily on secondary roads 
and the first road was route 287 which is called Chief Washakie Scenic Highway. Chief Washakie was 
a Shoshone warrior first mentioned by an American fur trapper in 1840. In 1851, Jim Bridger 
convinced Chief  Washakie to lead a band of Shoshone's to the council meetings of the Treaty of Fort 
Laramie. This treaty was between the U S government and several of the Indian Nations and set forth 
agreements for safe passage for the Oregon settlers for a payment of $50,000 for 50 years. 
 
Route 287 took us to Rawlins, WY where we fueled up the motorhome and took a break and then 
headed east on I 80 to Laramie where we again took route 287 to Ft Collins, CO and our last scenic 
route, 34 which took us right in to Estes Park. Our campground is called Elk Meadow R V Park and 
because of the name I am sure we will see elk. It is a really nice campground nestled on a hillside with 
mountain peaks on all sides. The good thing about the campground is that we are not surrounded by 
trees so Gary has his TV. The four pictures below show our motorhome with the mountains on all 
sides. 
 
Another good day with more adventures planned for tomorrow. 
 

 
 



ON THE ROAD TO WING DING SEP 10:  September 10 was our first full day in the area and we thought we 

would explore the town and perhaps venture into the Rocky Mountain National Park. Now last night got quite cold and the temp 

was only 34 degrees this morning and Gary's tootsies were getting cold on the tile floor so the local hardware store was also in 

our plan. We started into town only to find the road closed because of a parade. It seems that the weekend after Labor Day 

there is always the Longs Peak Scottish Festival. This event has  taken place for over 30 years and I don't know how I missed 

this fact when I planned the trip. 

 

Not to worry though. We just decided to do the east side of the park. The Rocky Mountain National Park (RMNP) began in 1915. 

A man by the name of Enos Mills was responsible for the creation of the park. Enos was born in Kansas, but left when he was 

only 14 and moved to Colorado where he fell in love with the mountains. For 20 years he made a living as a mountain guide and 

then in 1902 he purchased the Longs Peak Inn which he operated until his death in 1922. There is a statue of Enos and his dog 

in the middle of the park in town. The dedication ceremony for the park was held on September 4, 1915 after President 

Woodrow Wilson signed the RMNP Act 

 

This park is different from most of the parks we have visited in that there is no loop to follow to see the entire park. The roads 

are shaped in the form of a small "n" with a little loop at the top of the n. We decided to do the east side of the park which took 

us past Longs Peak which is 14,259 feet high. It is named for the explorer Major Stephen Long who is said to have spotted the 

mountain peak on June 30, 1820 when he was working for the US Government. There are 60 mountains in the park that have 

elevations over 12,000 feet. The park also crosses the Continental Divide. We went all the way south to the Wild Basin 

Trailhead and then began our return trip to town. The first three pictures show some of the mountains we saw. Again, pictures 

just do not do justice to the actual sights we saw. 

 

We took Mary's Lake Road on our return and the last two pictures show the lake. The parade was finished when we got back to 

town so we bought a little floor heater and then parked in town to explore. 

 

Now it was time to head for all of the shops and restaurants in town. We had lunch at Mama Rose's Italian Restaurant. We sat 

on the porch next to a little stream and both the food and the view were great. When lunch was over, we again headed for the 

shops. 

 

In one of the tee shirt stores that we visited, the owner told us that if we wanted to see elk we should go down to the golf course 

at dusk. It is rutting season for the elk right now and long before the golf course was built the elk liked to hang out there during 

rutting season. It makes no difference to them that there is a golf course there now. 

 

We headed back to the campground to wait until 7:00 and then we headed to the golf course to see if we could see elk. Believe 

it or not, there they were. Some were eating, some were just laying around after finishing their meal and a couple of bucks were 

checking out the females. What a site, too bad I did not have the I pad with me. 

 

We also had exciting news from South Carolina as our oldest granddaughter, Victoria called to say she and Graham were now 

engaged and there would be a wedding in the spring. She texted a picture of the ring which is beautiful and she also shared a 

photo of the happy couple. 

 

We had a very busy but a very enjoyable day. 

 

 
 

 



 

CHAPTER GATHERING: 

Our next Chapter Gathering 

will be held at the Olympia 

Restaurant 3245 Tamiami 

Trail, Port Charlotte. Breakfast 

will be at *am. There will be a 

SHORT update meeting, then 

we have 2 options for after 

meeting rides 

.          RIDE SAFE- RIDE AWARE          

 

 

 
 

WINGTOBERFEST: Chapter FL2-A hosts on October 8 11AM to 230PM in Lake 
Harbor Fl- see our Website for more details (flyer is at end of the newsletter) 

TRAINING SEMINARS:  Training Seminars “Going, Going, Gone” and “Riding Hills, 
Mountains, and Curves” will be presented by Dan Thomas Chapter FL2-G at Sun 
Sports on Oct 15. (Time will be announced) 

FL2-G PANCAKE BREAKFAST:  October 22, 10 am At Sun Sports in Fort Myers 

REGION A RALLY:  Oct 27-29, Lakepoint Resort Lodge, Eufalla Al 

WING DING 39:  Wing Ding 39  will be held in Grapevine, Texas Aug 27 to Sep 2, 
2019. Go to wing-ding.org/39 for more information. 
 

WINGERS AND WAVES:  Cruise to Nassau, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and 

St Marteen 7 nights Jan 22, 2017. Only$1081 per person. See details at  

http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html. 

Some of our members are defiantly going on this cruise. 

file:///C:/Users/Glen/Desktop/Temp%20Stuff/Gulf%20Coast%20Wings/Emails-Weekly/wing-ding.org/39
http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html


OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS

 

 
GUESTS:  Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How 
else could you decide if you want to continue to participate?  You can join by contacting 
me, printing out the form on the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.  
You don’t have to own a Gold Wing to belong.   
 
CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is 

glen.disbrow@gmail.com and  phone is 206-396-0848.  My address is PO Box 

380571 Murdock, Fl 33938.   

You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving information from and 

about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you wish to be removed from the email list send 

an email to glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will remove 

your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for Chapter business and is not given 

to anyone else for any reason 

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/


CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES:  Changes to the weekly rides may happen 

from time to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website 

for the most up to date information 

WHATS GOING ON.  

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car.. we don’t 

care- just be there! 

Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  Sep 21* -Ride to Bob Evans in Murdock.  We 
will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 7:30 AM Ride leaves at 
8AM.  
 
Saturday Breakfast Ride. *Saturday Sep 24* - Ride to Eleana’s in Punta Gorda.  We will 
meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 
24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 7:30 AM Ride leaves at 8AM.  
 
Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday  Sep 28* -Ride to Family Table in North Port..  
We will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 7:30 AM Ride leaves at 
8AM.  
 
* CHANGE TO FALL SCHEDULE OCT 1** RIDES MEET 930 AM - LEAVE AT 10AM* 
 
Saturday Ride. *Saturday Oct 1 * - Ride to Lazy Flamingo, Bokelia.  We will meet 
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133 
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM.  
 
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday  Oct 5 * -Ride to Olympic Restaurant in Avon Park.  We 
will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping 
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 
AM.  
 
Chapter Team Meeting: Oct 6, at 7 PM held at 1435 Salyers St. Port Charlotte. Meeting 
is primarily for Chapter Officers but all are welcome to attend. 
 
CHAPTER GATHERING SATURDAY:  Chapter Gathering at Olympia Restaurant 3245 
Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte. Breakfast at 8 AM – short social meeting at 9 AM. 
 
After Meeting Ride:  Ride to  Chapter FL2-A Wingtoberfest in Lake Harbor, Fl. We will 
ride over with members of FL2-G.  Meet in the parking lot after the Chapter Gathering 
 
Alternate After Meeting Ride: There will be an alternate After Meeting Ride to the 
White Elephant in Englewood. Meet in Parking lot after the Gathering. 



 

 



 


