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CHAPTER NEWS 

Very little news due to the quarantine.  Please read the attached letters, and read your 
emails and Group Works, as there is discussion of possible changes in the quarantine 
parameters for the future.  Also Listen to any Robo calls you may receive. jw. 

 

 



CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Well, it has been an interesting month (or not). Many of our northern friends have 
scooted off to the great northern beyond. We will miss you all but very much hope 
everyone stays healthy and safe. We will see you again in the fall. 

Social Distancing has really put a crimp in our group riding and chapter activities for 
time being, but have heart, we will be back at it again soon. GWRRA is coming to the 
rescue in a couple of ways. First, be sure to check out GoupWorks for all of the 
announcements and new things that are happening all around the organization. For 
those of you who are in the GWRRA Rider Education Levels Program: if you have or 
will expire on or after January 1, 2020, you now have a grace period that extends you 
until December 31st, 2020. The extension will allow the rest of the year for members 
who need “on- bike” or Medic First Aid to get caught up on those requirements. The 
time allowed under this extension will not be decreased but may even be extended if 
deemed necessary. 

GWRRA is also offering online GWRRA University courses. There will be several 
classes available during the month of May. You can preregister for the classes at 
GWRRA University website, gwrradot.com. 

May 15th is usually the date we revert to our early summer breakfast ride schedule. I 
have no idea at this point if those rides will be possible. I think it will be pretty evident 
when the restaurants and business start open back up. While I miss our rides and 
seeing you great folks, I want to be very sure we are not putting anyone at risk and 
restart too soon. 

While you are social distancing don’t forget that being outside is not a problem. Just 
stay six feet away from everyone else. Get outside and get some exercise. You can go for 
a walk or you can still get out and go for a ride. Traffic for the most part has been pretty 
light, and there is not much of anywhere to go but you can get out and just enjoy the 
trip and the great Florida sunshine. 

Since we have been pretty much at home for the entire month now, a lot of folks have 
taken to social media or spending a lot of time online. I know this because several of 
you have forwarded political items, cartoons, or other political rants to me. Please 
make it stop. GWRRA is not a political organization. While I completely respect that 
you have a right to your point of view, I find most of the material not to be in the best 
interest of the country or our organization. No matter what your political beliefs are, 
now it the time we need to be together, not burning down the house. 

Glen Disbrow, Sr Chapter Director 
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 MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT     

  As all of us hunker down for our “Self Quarantine” time period we now 
have some new words to deal with. Statements like “The New Norm”, Social 
Distancing” and “Pandemic” are on our minds as we proceed forward into 
uncharted waters. 

    I am looking forward to the time where it is ok to give a fellow member a 
good old handshake or a hug instead of a “Fist Bump or a Foot Shake”. 
Those are the things that we all are ready for. Please remember that your 
chapter is here and we will be back for you when this Covid 19 Pandemic is 
behind us. 

    Normally by this time we are now starting our Summer Breakfast rides for 
those of us still here in Florida. Don’t forget that wherever you live, some of 
the best therapy available is to get on your motorcycle and take a ride down 
the road. Pack a picnic lunch and find one of your favorite spots to get 
outside and enjoy the outdoors. It tends to help put things in perspective.   

     One last thought about your membership in GWRRA. There are now on-
line Video courses being made available to you for take. 

Be Safe and Well, Dick Shaner 
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RIDE COORDINATOR 

 

 

One evening recently when getting bored with a television show, I went out into the 

carport to enjoy the evening breeze. Temperatures had reached near 100 degrees 

(feels like) but real temperature probably 95 degrees high for the day. It had cooled to 

about 80 by that time. I felt by then it would provide a great time to relax and enjoy the 

breeze. 

Just as I sat down, I could detect a hint of gasoline in the air. Upon checking around all 

gasoline powered equipment in the shed and carport, I found that under the motorcycle 

there was a pool of gasoline standing on the concrete. I thought the motorcycle must 

be cursing me for not riding and letting it sit there for several weeks 

After our last ride, as usual, I had filled the gas tank.    Temperatures had been in the 

80’s when I filled the tank, but temperatures had steadily risen into the 90’s and near 

100. The tank had apparently overflowed the tank into the overflow canister and out 

the drain onto the concrete below. Finally, I uncovered the green beast, pushed it out 

of the way of the puddle of gas and started it. With stay at home and social distancing 

in effect I did not feel comfortable riding it out onto the highway, but I tooled around our 

park over four miles at about 15 mph. The cooling fan turned on several times which 

helped take care of any residual gas odor. I returned home, parked and covered the 

motorcycle back up. No further problems for nearly a week so that must have been the 

problem. I realize that with rising temperatures gas will expand but I had just not given 

it a thought. 

Many of you may not have had your motorcycle started and out on the highway either. 

Some have returned to homes and second motorcycles stored up north. Please 

remember that before your ride please check out your motorcycle by performing a 

thorough T-CLOCS inspection (Tires and wheels, Controls, Lights, Oil, Chassis, and 

Stands). A detailed checklist can be found at: 

http://gwrra.org/regional/ridered/Forms/N.17BikeInspectionForm.pdfth   Be Safe. Ride 

Safe! 

 Bob McConkie 
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  RIDER EDUCATON 

 
Well, here we are.  Still maintaining our Social Distance.  

So, what’s going on in the GWRRA training world?  Absolutely nothing  

We’re getting a few things done around the house. Renovations are almost finished 

and will probably remain “almost” finished for a while. Still waiting for one more cabinet 

to be rebuilt (for the 4th time). Only this time Covid-19 is interfering. So,it’s going to be 

a while.  

On the other hand, I’m getting great gas mileage. Somewhere around 2 or 3 months 

per tank???  Maybe more!  Don’t get me wrong, we’ve thought about taking the bike, 

or car and just going for a ride. But where are you going to go? 

Guess we’ll go watch something on Netflix or Prime or Disney???? 

This will all be over one of these days. In the mean time, stay safe, stay healthy, and 

enjoy all the things that you now have time for.  

Til’ next time.  Ride Your Own Ride & Ride Safe 

Pete Siford & Lori Gavin 

 loripetegw@gmail.com 

GWRRA University Instructors 

GWRRA MFA CPR/First Aid Instructors 
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CELEBRATE! 

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 

NEAL BOLTON 05/29/20 BAULT/SAYAD 05/15/10 

BRADLEY MOHR 05/29/20 SHANER 05/15/65 

  DRAIME 05/18/86 

  HUDSON 05/21/67 

    
    
    
    

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Normally this is where we would show you all the cool & fun stuff we got coming up, 
but as you know, COVAD-19 has put a stop to all of that for the time being. 
We hope that you will be keeping healthy, and staying safe. 
 
Chapter Gathering: 1st Saturday of the month GOLDEN CORRAL 1451 Tami Trail 
Punta Gorda Breakfast 8:00 a.m. Meeting 9-10:30 a.m. NOTE: Due to Pandemic, 
all Chapter Gatherings & Events are cancelled until further notice. Check 
the website for updates. 
 
Chapter Rides: Every Wednesday and Saturday at 9: 30 a.m. We will depart at 10 
a.m. (unless indicated otherwise) Earlier times for breakfast rides in the hot months. 
Other rides and activities as scheduled. Check the website calendar and Groupworks 
for bulletin, changes, etc. If anything comes up will will also do a “robo call” 

 
The chapter is open to ride and activity ideas. 
 
Our chapter colors are Royal Blue and Gold 

 

NOTE: As of this publication WING DING IS STILL ON! 
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GWRRA Directors 

Jere and Sherry Goodman 

 
Florida District Directors 

Bill and Cheryl Smith 

 
Chapter Directors 

Glen and Edee Disbrow(296) 396-0848 

 
Treasurer 

Don Irgens (941) 639-6886 

 
Membership Enhancement 

Dick Shaner (863) 444-3791 

 
Rider Education 

Pete Siford Lori Gavin (203) 706-0139 

 
Ride Coordinator 

Bob McConkie (989) 313-9346 

 
Sunshine 

Bev Kindred (603) 369-0055 

 
Webmaster 

Doug Holmes (740)505-1381 

 
Newsletter 

Joe Weaver (419) 260-2014 willardweaver@yahoo.com 

 
Couple of the Year- 

Pete Siford & Lori Gavin 
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Person of the Year 

Don Irgens 


