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Editor C. Mangus 

 

CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Most GWRRA Chapters, including ours, have suffered a pretty 
severe loss of communication and chapter functions during the 
Covid pandemic. Among the things that have been severely lacking 
is opportunities for Rider Ed. and Chapter Gatherings. We have not 

been able to have Advanced Rider Course or Trike Rider Course or Medic/First Aid.   
 
Thanks to Pete Siford, Lori Gavin and Brad Mohr, things are changing. Some of our members were 
able to get caught up on the MFA class, which was held at Pete & Lori’s home in Port Charlotte. 
Several members attended. All of you need to keep up to date on this training to keep up with the 
Levels program. Pete and Lori along with Brad will be teaching more classes now and I urge each of 
you to get all the training you can get. Our great Rider Ed provides this education for free to GWRRA 
members.  
 
GWRRA Chapters now have a new Safety and training position called the CSEA or Chapter Skills 
Enhancement Advisor. This role will be to proactively support members by providing ways to be 
prepared and become more skilled and safer riders. I would like to thank Brad Finn for stepping up to 
assume this important role in our chapter.  
 
A very important aspect of bringing the chapter back to life is communication and letting you all know 
what is going on.  Our newsletter is a vital part of getting the chapter back on its feet. Thanks to 
Chuck Mangus for stepping up to assume that vital role. If you have articles, recipes, good clean 
jokes or other types of information that you would like to share and would be beneficial to the chapter 
please send it to Chuck at chas.mangus@gmail.com. Make sure to submit it by the 2nd day of the 
month so Chuck can get it into the newsletter.  
 
I would also like to remind you of our chapter website at gwrra-fl2-f.org. The website is a great place 
to check the calendar to see what is going on as well as see recent photos, newsletters, and many 
other types of information. Thanks to Doug Holmes for stepping up as our chapter Webmaster.  
 
The chapter is in need of an Assistant Chapter Director. This is not a big or time-consuming job. 
Mainly the job is to be aware of what is going on in the chapter and fill in for the Chapter Director in 
case the Chapter Director can’t.  A good example is that we were not able to have a January Chapter 
Gathering because the Chapter Director was out sick. If we had an Assistant Chapter Director to run 
the meeting, we would not have had to cancel the Gathering. Please consider stepping up for this 
important role.  
 
Ride Safe and Enjoy … Glen Disbrow  

mailto:chas.mangus@gmail.com
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January 2022 Ride Photos 
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Individual of the Year 

 

DAVE ECKERT 
Chapter Fl2-F 

 
 

TREASURER 
Being that I am and have been the treasure for FL2-F for many years, I have had 
it rather easy these past two years or so with very little income and even less 
chapter expenses.  Usually, with an active chapter, I have monthly income and 
expenses to account for. The most “work” for a Chapter treasure is providing a 

year-end IRS statement to be filed with the IRS.  GWRRA has a five page document that depicts our 
chapter’s income/expenses for the year and then is send to our District Treasure for review and then 
they file it with the IRS.  At first it was rather daunting to keep track of the various expenses, but with 
time, it has become second nature. 
 
I want you to know that FL2-F is solvent and in good shape to becoming more active when the 
conditions are favorable. 
Don Irgens 
 
 

CHAPTER SKILLS ENHANCEMENT ADVISORY 
Hi FL2-F members, this is Brad Finn (with Co-Rider Liz) your newly appointed 
Chapter Skills Enhancement Advisory. Our Covid isolation has stalled the 
maintenance and advancement of members involved with the Levels program, a 
priority issue I am working to address. I encourage all members to 
be Levels active, if you are currently involved I will be contacting you in February 

regarding your status and needs. Once members' needs are identified we'll work to offer the training 
necessary to get back on track. 
Levels is recognition of your riding capabilities and related skills with the opportunity to hone and 
advance both, it's about safety. While I investigate the databases please 
visit http://gwrra.org/regional/ridered/levelsprogram.html to refresh your memory about the 
requirements of each Level. Ride safe and ENJOY!   
Brad Finn 
 

http://gwrra.org/regional/ridered/levelsprogram.html
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 MEMBERSHIP ENHNCEMENT 
Sitting here today thinking of what to write for this month’s chapter newsletter, the 
weather was the number one topic on the news. With our temperatures being 
projected to drop into the low 30’s or possibly the high 20’s tonight your chapter is still 
here and working very hard to support our membership with rides and activities. 
Covid-19 has certainly presented itself to our chapter with many challenges, but in 

spite of that we are still alive and well. Yes we have had to change back to bag lunches in parks and 
cancel our January meeting. Please remember that the decisions regarding meetings and ride 
destinations that our Chapter Director and Officers make, are done with you, our members best interest 
and health as the key deciding factors. 
Dick Shaner 
 
 

 RIDE COORDINATOR 
Robo Call System 
There has been some confusion about the operation of our Robo call system. 
Robo calls are sent out before each ride to advise you of important information 
about our chapter or remind riders of the upcoming ride destination. The calls 
as they come in on your phone look like a call to you from Glen Disbrow, 
however they may be announcements from either Glen or me. Please listen to 
the call or send it to voice mail and listen to it later. There have been several 

calls to Glen to ask what he wanted which defeats the purpose of the Robo Calls.  
 

Ride Cancellation 
When a ride is cancelled for any reason, a Robo Call will go out to announce the cancellation. Most 
generally, the cancellation Robo Call will not go out to you until after I have consulted with Glen and 
in some cases with Don Irgens. Especially in a weather-related cancellation, I seek guidance from 
them since I live 35 minutes south of the ride meeting location. Given this process, you will get the 
cancellation call not later than 8:30 a.m. the morning of the ride. 
If you do not get the Robo Calls but would like to, please contact Glen or me and we will add you to 
the call list.  
Bob McConkie 
 

 

CHAPTER EDUCATORS 
Well, here we are…..February of 2022, and still, Covid is hanging 
around.  It’s starting to look like there may be a light at the end of the 
tunnel though.  Here’s Hoping. 
 
Anyway, we’re working at getting everyone caught up with their MFA 
(FirstAid / CPR).  We ran a course on the 20th of January.  Thank 

you Brad Mohr.  You’re a fabulous instructor.  There were 10 on the course, 8 in the morning and 2 
more in the afternoon.  We just did the course at the house, and it went pretty well, so we’ll continue 
in that format as required.  Lori and I headed over to Boynton Beach on the 29th to assist Claudia 
Vega teaching an MFA for her chapter. 
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There are still a number of our chapter members whose MFA qualification has lapsed…. Thank you 
Covid.  So we’ll set a date in February or March and run another course.  And if we need a third, 
that’s Okay too.  By doing these courses in our home, it allows us to be pretty flexible with dates and 
times. 
 
We’re also going to do a Co-Rider course sometime in Feb.  After many conversations and emails 
with Lorrie Thomas, the University Director, it appears we are still qualified to teach GWRRA 
University courses.  As we come up with courses, dates and times, we will let you know. 
 
 Stay Healthy / Ride Your Own Ride & Ride Safe 
 Pete Siford & Lori Gavin 

 

 
 
FEBRUARY RIDES:              WED            SAT 

2nd – 0930am: Crazy Fish Bar n Grill 5th – 0930am: Miceli’s Restaurant 

9th – 0930am: Myakka City Tavern n Grill 
12th – 1000am: Frostbite Ice Cream (after the 
Chapter Gathering at Golden Corral) 

16th – 0930am: The Lakehouse Kitchen 19th – 0930am: Solomon’s Castle 

23rd – 0930am: Goodson Farms 26th – 0930am: Stottlemyer’s Smokehouse 
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Florida District Educators           
February, 2022 
Hello all,  
     2022 is here!  Eight members took our first TRC (Trike Riding Course) Class for 
2022 in Eustis, Florida on January 17th.  We have an ARC (Advanced Rider Course 
for 2 wheels) scheduled for February 7th in Melbourne, Florida. This class is already 
FULL.  We have a TRC scheduled for February 8th in Melbourne, Florida which is 

also FULL.  We have another TRC scheduled for February 9th in Melbourne, Florida which has 
openings.  Contact me via email if you are interested in joining that class. It is great to see so many 
members participating in these rider courses.  Keep up the great work.  Don’t forget, Co-Riders can 
attend these courses for credit if they ride on the back during the class.  
     To our knowledge, our state is the only one that offers MFA (Medic First Aid) and Rider Courses at 
no expense to you because we fund it through Raffle Ticket sales. Please keep up the good work 
selling tickets and don’t forget to start sending us the money for the tickets you have already sold. We 
would like the majority of money to be received before the end of February.  
     Florida District Riding and MFA Classes are available upon request to maintain you Levels 
status.  For ARC and TRC Classes contact Dominick at Dominickflde@gmail.com.  For MFA Classes 
contact Claudia at rvega19854@gmail.com.    
     One of the purposes of these newsletter articles is to share information that will make your riding 
experiences more informative and safe.  If I find articles by other authors that fill that bill, I am eager 
to share them with you.  Such is the case with an article written by one of our Florida Chapter 
Members, Jerry Wells, of FL1-H.  The article is on “Brake Fluid” (see below).  I think you will find it 
informative and interesting.   
 
BRAKE FLUID ARTICLE by Jerry Wells  
I was checking my motorcycle over and noticed the DOT 4 on the cover of my brake reservoir. I 
wondered what does that mean and why DOT 4 as opposed to DOT 3. What would happen if I 
inadvertently added DOT 3.  With the invention of the internet came Google. Just ask and it will tell 
you anything. The first thing I discovered is that DOT stands for Department Of Transportation. They 
regulate the highways and what happens on them; especially safety, The 3 and 4 are specifications 
for the brake fluid. There are also 2, 5, 5.1, 6, and 7. Unless you have special needs such as race 
cars or operate in extremely high temperatures you won’t need anything but 3 or 4. They are both 
poly glycol based. DOT 3 also has either in it and is the one most used especially in automobiles. It 
has a higher water absorption rate and should not be used instead of 4. It is classed for use in non-
aggressive breaking applications. The reason is it has a lower boiling point than 4. With aggressive 
breaking the brakes heat up, the fluid boils you now have vapor in your lines and you lower pressure 
at your brake pads. Not a situation you want to be in. Part of the specification is the wet and dry 
boiling points. Dry, means new brake fluid never exposed to air and has 0% water in it. Wet means 
exposed to air and up to 3.7% water. The dry boiling point for 3 is 410 deg. F for 4 it is 446 deg. F. 
The wet boiling point for 3 is 284 deg. F and 4 is 311 deg. F. DOT 4 instead of ether contains borate 
and glycol. This makes it harder to absorb water which as we just pointed out, lowers the boiling 
point, so it is better for aggressive breaking. Liquids are hard to compress, air isn’t. We want only 
liquids in our brake lines and cylinders. Compare it to water. Water boils at 212 deg. F. At this 
temperature it turns to vapor (steam). As it cools it turns back into liquid. The brake fluid does the 
same. When it boils we get vapor in the lines and the brakes feel soft. The vapor compresses and we 
no longer get full pressure to the pads. Our stopping ability is greatly compromised. One day coming 
off of the Blue Ridge Parkway I was on a steep winding road. I used the front brake until it 
overheated. Suddenly I had no front brake. I downshifted and used the rear brake sparingly until I 
came to a church with a big parking lot. I circled the lot until I slowed enough to stop. I parked in the 

mailto:Dominickflde@gmail.com
mailto:rvega19854@gmail.com
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shade until the brakes cooled down and the fluid became liquid again then continued. If your system 
specifies DOT 3 you can add DOT 4 but never the other way. It would lower the boiling point and your 
brakes may fail. It is also recommended that you change your brake fluid every year and never let it 
go over 2 years. I am willing to bet most of you have never changed brake fluid. They also 
recommend that you use a new sealed can when you add fluid. This guaranties you are using dry 
fluid and not compromising it.  
--Gerald Wells ACD MEC ITCP  
      
We are here to assist you with your training needs.   
Ride Safe!!  
Dominick& Diane  
 
 

CELEBRATE! 
BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 

Lori Gavin 2/26 Glen & Edee 
Disbrow 

2/7 

  Patrick Gibbons 2/29 

  Geri Buscemi 2/29 

    

    

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Chapter Gathering: 2nd Saturday of the month GOLDEN CORRAL 1451 Tamiami Trail Punta 
Gorda. Breakfast 8:00 a.m. Meeting 9-10:30 a.m. 
 
Chapter Rides: Every Wednesday and Saturday at 9: 30 a.m. We will depart at 10 a.m. (unless 
indicated otherwise) Earlier times for breakfast rides in the hot months. 
Other rides and activities as scheduled. Check the website calendar and Groupworks for bulletin, 
changes, etc. If anything comes up we will also do a “robo call” 
 
The chapter is open to ride and activity ideas. 
Our chapter colors are Royal Blue and Gold 
 

Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge 
 

 

Tales From The Road… 

Back on November 27, 2021 Glen Disbrow, Dick Shaner and myself, with my Co-Rider Liz ,left Port 
Charlotte at 6:50 AM to head to Lake Harbor ,Fl to rendezvous with other FL GWRRA riders for the 
Fall District Ride around the east side of Lake Okeechobee. With Dick leading, followed by Glen on 
his trike and Liz and I as tail gunners we headed south on I75. It was a beautiful Saturday morning 
providing us a magnificent sunrise while experiencing little traffic. I demonstrated some dyslexia when 
Dick asked me to secure the left lane and I moved to my right telling him "lane 
secured!"    Fortunately everyone ahead always use their mirror and the result was only some well 
deserved ribbing. Across the southern horizon was a bank of clouds that resembled the Rockies, 
even appearing snow capped. There was wishful radio chatter about the view but shortly the 
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mountains dissolved into scattered clouds as we turned east onto Rt 80. At 64 degrees the dew was 
heavy, heading into the sun it made the dew appear as frost along the road side, at least to this Fl 
transplant.. That started thoughts about our northern friends who instead of riding were performing 
maintenance and chrome therapy looking forward to thaws and warmer weather. I'm grateful to be 
able to ride year round. Hopefully everyone has had the experience of riding under these conditions 
where every spider web along the road is glistening with dew, being back lit from the morning sun, 
stunning. Makes me wonder how any insect could escape such a maze of traps. We rode easterly 
past orange groves, expanses of saw grass, pastures, fields of produce and lots of birds searching for 
breakfast. Before arriving at John Stretch Memorial Park, located at the southern end of Lake O, we 
stopped and fueled up in Clewiston, following group riding etiquette of a full tank, full stomach and 
empty bladder. Dick did a great job as leader pulling into the park at 8:33 on schedule. We witnessed 
an explosion of colors and chrome, in the neighborhood of 77 bikes sparkling in the Fl morning sun. 
Nice job goes out to Denis Turcotte, Nikki Blaha, Ed and Jeanette Carr, Bill and Cheryl Smith and 
photographer Claudia Vega for their work in offering this opportunity to so many of us. 
Following another “just to be sure” bladder emptying, the distribution of maps, and a group picture we 
headed out in a number of groups.  Since we were some of the last in we were first out with Dick 
again leading and Glen tail gunning. We had 4 other bikes join us and became the Shaner group. 
Turning east again onto Rt 80 toward Belle Glade, then N on 715 to 98 along the eastern side of Lake 
O.  Realize I said the lakes side, not shore because the entire lake is surrounded by a 30' levee 
where only at a few points can you actually see the lake. Our northern route runs along the side of the 
levee, through small old Florida towns. Just south of Pahkee is a stretch of the road that is lined by 
tall majestic King palms stretching off into the distance, quite striking. I wondered if the homes on our 
left are considered lake front or levee front property? Continuing north we come to a bridge outside of 
Port Myaka where you rise up above the river and see the lock and dam system, a part of the inter-
coastal waterway allowing travel across the state by boat, and finally Lake Okeechobee stretching to 
the far western horizon!  This inter-coastal system provides watercraft a route from Stuart, FL on the 
Atlantic side to Ft Myers on the gulf coast. After a refresh stop just south of the city of Okeechobee 
we traveled west on Rt 70 then north on Rt 27 for the ending of this 150 miles ride in Sebring, 
Fl.  Nothing is better than spending the day riding with friends in perfect weather. At our final 
destination, Homer's Original Smorgasbord in Sebring we got a surprise. Sitting there eating lunch 
was our home group, FL2-F, who had decided to ride to Homer's that day too, unbeknownst to either 
of us that we'd see each other.  A small world when you ride a Goldwing! The day ended back in Port 
Charlotte with a round trip journey of 340 fun miles. 
Brad Finn - Author 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Get your woolies out… it’s been a little chilly! 
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Gold Books coming with April's mag  
This year, Gold Book service directories will be delivered with the April magazine. Some are bundled 
in clear plastic alongside your magazine. Others are mailed alone. With the pandemic and paper 
shortages, we have had a difficult time getting this yearly publication to print with our March mag, the 
month it is usually published.  
The Gold Book includes Member names and phone numbers by state and town, along with six codes 
from “A” to “F” and “T” that designate which service or services, such as tools or tent space available, 
you will provide to other Members in distress while traveling. The newest service code “T” stands 
for texting. This code allows other GWRRA Members to know that they can text to your phone 
number.  
Remember also that there is a Gold Book app available to Members. Download it from the Google 
Play Store or iTunes store. You can also access the book online at www.goldbook.gwrra.org.  
Note: Not permitted for republishing in Newspaper.  
 

For Sale: 
 
J&M Part #CBLU-GL1833, Blu-Hub Bluetooth Corded Headset Adapter for 2018-2020 Goldwing Tour 
GL1833. This Adapter allows you to use your helmet headsets and still enjoy all the Bluetooth 
features available on the new Goldwing. This will allow you to listen to your radio, CB, phone and 
navigation available on the bike thru your Corded Headsets. No need to buy new Bluetooth helmet 
headsets when you already have the corded helmet headsets installed into your helmets. Simply plug 
the helmet headset into the J&M cables and you are able to use all the Bluetooth features available 
on the new Goldwing. Asking $300.00, original price was $499.00.  
Contact Dick Shaner 863-444-3791  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goldbook.gwrra.org/
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Corbin Expanded Capacity Trunk Lid for the 2018-2019 Goldwing in Pearl Hawkseye Blue Color. This 
trunk lid adds about 9 liters of storage capacity along with providing an added inch and a half in 
height to the back support area for the passenger. Once installed the truck lid operates just like the 
original lid using the integrated Honda  keylock and push button open system. This Trunk Lid also 
allows the installation of the Honda luggage rack and interior trunk light  
 I have recently sold my 2018 Goldwing and this truck lid was ordered last fall and has never been 
installed on the bike. Their original cost was $997.00  plus tax and I am asking $800.00 for the trunk 
lid. It is still in the original shipping box.  
If interested please call Dick Shaner at 863-444-3791.  
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GWRRA Directors  
Jere and Sherry Goodman 
 
Florida District Directors  
Bill and Cheryl Smith 
 
Chapter Directors 
Glen and Edee Disbrow (296) 396-0848 
 
Treasurer  
Don Irgens (941) 639-6886 
 
Membership Enhancement  
Dick Shaner (863) 444-3791 
 
Rider Education  
Pete Silford & Lori Gavin (203) 706-0139 
 
Ride Coordinator  
Bob McConkie (989) 313-9346 
 
Chapter Skills Enhancement Advisory Coordinator 
Brad Finn (315) 703-9666 
 
Sunshine 
Bev Kindred (603) 369-0055 
 
Webmaster  
Doug Holmes (740)505-1381 
 
Newsletter Editor 
 Chuck Mangus (517) 263-5969  chas.mangus@gmail.com 
 
Couple of the Year 
Pete Siford & Lori Gavin 
 
Person of the Year 
Dave Eckert 
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